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NAME.  FI  KM.  BUSINESS. 

Aboen  E.  S . Physician  and  surgeon. 

Ainsworth  E.  E . Ainsworth  &  Bonbright..  .Agricultural  implements. 

Allen  J.  C . Grain  dealer,  Dexter. 

Andrews  W.  E . Manag’r  West.  Newsp.  Union* 

Ankeney  J.  a . Ankeney  Bros . Central  Oil  Works. 

Ankeney  W.  R . Ankeney  Bros . Central  Oil  Works. 

Ankeny  P.  D . Clerk  Polk  County. 

Atkins  C.  H . Beal  estate. 

Badger  B.  H . Fire  Department  supplies. 

Baker  George  C - Pres.  Baker  M’n’f ’g  Co _ Barbed  wire. 

Barcroft  ,T.  R . B.,  Gatch  &  McCaughan.  .Attorneys  at  law. 

Bartlett  J.  W . Mitchell,  Bartlett  &  Crain. Wholesale  druggists. 

Beckwith  .John.  . Postmaster. 

Bentley  W.  B . Bentley,  Jaquith  &  Co. . .  .Wholesale  boots  and  shoes. 

Berryhill  j.  G . Berryhill  &  Henry . Attorneys  at  law. 

Bird  W.  K . Dry  goods. 

Blair  J.  H . Jones  &  Blair . Attorneys  at  law. 

Blair  John  G . Manager  State  Journal. 

Boatright  B.  B . Boatright,  Fernald  &  Co.  .Grain  dealers,  Indianola. 

Bogue  C.  D . Bogue  &  Wyman . Proprietors  Kirkwood  House. 

Bonbright  J.  S . Ainsworth  &  Bonbright..  .Agricultural  implements. 

Bowman  M.  T.  Y . Gen.  ag’t  Wash.  Life  Ins.  Co* 

Braden  Tom . Agricultural  implements. 

Brandt  Isaac.  .' . Real  estate. 

Bristow  George  W . Auditor  Polk  County. 

Bristow  P.  H . Deputy  Auditor  Polk  County. 

Brown  L.  J . Brown  &  Dudley . Attorneys  at  law. 

Bryan  P.  Gad . Bryan  &  Bryan . Attorneys  at  law. 

Bryan  Eugene] . Bryan  &  Knox  . . . . . Real  estate. 

Bush  L.  H . . Druggist. 

Bushnell  j.  P . Bushnell  &  Co . Publishers  City  Directory. 

Butin  D.  F . Real  estate. 

Callanan  James.  . . Real  estate. 

Carpenter  W.  L.  . .  .Given  &'^Carpenter . Plow  manufacturers. 

Carson  G.“D . Meat  market. 
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NAME.  FIRM.  BUSINESS. 

Carter  J.  S . Carter  &  Hussey . Printers  and  publishers. 

Carver  J.  M . Carver  &  Young . Planing  mills. 

Casady  P.  M . President  Des  Moines  Bank. 

Casady  Simon . Cashier  Des  Moines  Bank. 

Cate  Lester . Cate  &  Graham . Des  Moines  Transfer  Co. 

Chandler  E.  S . Ewing,  Jewett  »& Chandler. Lumber. 

Chase  J.  W . McCain  &  Chase . Grocers. 

Cheney  D.  A . Grain  dealer,  Altoona. 

Clapp  E.  R . Slock  agent  C.,  R.  I.  &  P.  RR. 

Clark  W.  S . Clark  &  Park . Attorneys  at  law. 

Clarkson  C.  F . . . Ag’l  editor  Iowa  St.  Register. 

Clarkson  J.  S . Clarkson  Bros . Editor  Iowa  State  Register. 

Clarkson  R.  P . Clarkson  Bros . Manager  Iowa  State  Register. 

Cochran  John  F  ...  .Watt  &  Cochran . Wholesale  grocers. 

Coffin  H.  A . Sec'y  Iowa  L’n  and  Trust  Co. 

Coffin  W.  E . . . Sec’j"  Baker  Manufact’ing  Co. 

CoGGESHALL  J.  M  .  .  .Coggcshall  &  Hunt . Real  estate. 

Cole  C.  C . Cole  &  Cole . Attorneys  at  law. 

Cole  S.  S . Cole  &  Cole . Attorneys  at  law. 

Cole  W.  W . Cole  &  Cole . . . Attorneys  at  law. 

CoLVER  H.  C . Grain  dealer. 

Cooper  E.  J . Real  estate. 

CoRBiT  E.  P . . .  .Corbit  &  McClees . Grain  dealers,  Commerce. 

Couch  D.  S . Grain  dealer.  Grand  Junction. 

Councilman  T.  B . . . Grain  dealer. 

Crain  A.  D . Mitchell,  Bartlett  &  Crain. Wholesale  druggists. 

Day  W.  S . Fagen  &  Day . Grain  dealers,  Waukee. 

Denman  A.  N . Sec’y  Des  Moines  Water  Co. 

Devin  D.  T . Book-keeper. 

Dickey  Adam . Randall  &  Dickey . Agricultural  implements. 

Douglas  E.  P . Agt  Un’n  and  Xat.  F.F.  Lines. 

Dudley  C.  A . Brown  &  Dudley . Attornej'S  at  law. 

Dun  R.  G.  &  Co . Mercantile  agencj*. 

Elliott  John  A . President  State  Insurance  Co. 

Ellsworth  W.  S  . . Pork  packer. 

English  R.  G . Saucerman  &  English _ Real  estate. 

Eshbaugh  D.  O .  . 

Ethridge  S.  S . Eclipse  Coal  and  Mining  Co. 

Ewing  D.  R . Ewing,  Jewett  &  Chandler. Lumber. 

Fagen  E.  B . Fagen  &  Day . Grain  dealers,  Waukee. 

Fairbanks  W.  C . Serrin  &  Fairbanks . Flouring  mills. 

Fernald  G.  W . Boatright,  Fernald  &  Co.. Grain  dealers,  Indianola. 

Ford  B.  M . Atlas  Distilling  Co. 

Ford  Charles  E.  ..  .Jacobs  &  Co . Grocers. 

Ford  Rufus . Watson  Coal  and  Mining  Co. 
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NAME.  FIRM.  BUSINESS. 

Foster  A.  P . Capital  City  Gas  Light  Co. 

Fuller  C.  E . Treas.  Iowa  L’n  and  Trust  Co* 

Fullerton  Robert.  .Chicago  Lumber  Co. 

Garver  George . Walters  &  Garver  Coal  Co. 

Gatcii  C.  H . Barcroft,  G.  &  McCaughan. Attorneys  at  law. 

Gatch  E.  S . Perkins  &  Gray . China,  glass  and  queensware* 

Getchell  C.  H . H.  F.  Getchell  &  Sons _ Lumber. 

Gibbs  C.  R . Gibbs  &  Co . Grain  commission. 

Gillette  E.  H . Des  Moines  Brick  and  Tile  Co. 

Girsh  C.  W . Western  Lithographing  Co. 

Given  John  II . Given  &  Carpenter . Plow  manufacturers. 

Given  Josiah . Judge  Circuit  Court. 

Godfrey  G.  L . Miller  &  Godfrey . Attorneys  at  law. 

Good  AIR  W.  H . Grain  dealer,  Gowrie. 

Graiiam  Seth . Cate  &  Graham  . . . Des  Moines  Transfer  Co. 

Gue  B.  F . Editor  Iowa  Homestead. 

Gue  H.  G . Secretary  Homestead  Co. 

Gulick  W.  P . Gulick  &  Kennedy . Exchange  Flouring  Mills. 

Hammer  G.  B . Hammer  &  Co . Capital  City  Transfer  Co. 

Hanawalt  G.  P . Physician  and  surgeon. 

Harbach  Louis . Furniture  and  carpets. 

Harris  H.  C . Osgood,  Harris  &  Co . Dry  goods. 

Harvey  J.  A . Harvey  &  Lehmann . Attorneys  at  law. 

Haskins  Norman.  . .  .Eureka  and  Polk  County  Coal  Companies. 

Hatch,  W.  H . '.  .Clothing. 

Hatton  Thomas,  Jr  .Percival  &  Hatton . Real  estate. 

Hayden  P.  K . Henry  Wilson,  Jr.,  &  Co.  .Grain  dealers,  Ames. 

Heath  H.  R . Des  Moines  Oat  Meal  Mills. 

Henry  George  F  . .  .Berryhill  &  Henry . Attorneys  at  law. 

Hippee  G.  M . Pres.  D.  M.  Syrup  Refinery* 

Hollingsworth  E.  .  .Rowe  &  Co . Hats,  caps  and  furs. 

Hollingsworth  J . Cashier  Capital  City  Bank. 

Howell  Adam . Secretary  Hawkeye  Ins.  Co. 

Howell  J.  W . Warfield  &  Howell . Wholesale  grocers. 

Hubbell  F.  M . Polk  &  Hubbell . Attorneys  at  law. 

Hunt  E.  B . Coggeshall  &  Hunt . Real  estate. 

Hunter  J.  H . Hunter  &  Lockwood . Grain  dealers,  Sheldahl. 

Hussey  Tacitus . Carter  &  Hussey . Printers  and  publishers. 

Ingersoll  E.  j . President  Hawkeye  Ins.  Co. 

Jaquith  F.  S . Bentley,  Jaquith  &  Co _ Wholesale  boots  and  shoes. 

Jacobs  Benjamin  . .  .Jacobs  &  Co . Grocers. 

Jewett  George  A..  .Ewing,  Jewett  &  Chandler.Lumber. 

Johnson  Lyman . Grain  dealer,  Ames. 

Jones  C.  B . Jones  &  Mills . White  Line  Transfer  Co. 

Jones  W.  M . Jones  &  Blair . Attorneys  at  law. 
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name.  firm.  business. 

Kasson  John  A . . Member  of  Ckingress. 

tTf.tt.  P.  S . Manager  Iowa  State  Leader. 

Keeney  T.  S . Merrill,  Keeney  &  Co . Furniture  and  carpets. 

Kennedy  M . Gulick  &  Kennedy . Exchange  Flouring  Mills. 

Keyes  C.  W . Whitaker  &  Keyes . Pork  packers. 

Knoy  J.  M . Bryan  &  Knox . Real  estate. 

Kuhn  Joseph . . . Capitalist. 

Leach  E.  C . Atlas  Distilling  Co. 

Lederer  a . Lederer,  Strauss  &  Co. . .  .Wh’sale  millin’y  and  notions. 

Lee  George  W . Manager  D.  M.  Syrup  Rcfin’y. 

Lehmann  F.  W . Harvey  &  Lehmann . Attorneys  at  law. 

Lendrum  George _ President  Eagle  Iron  Works. 

Lewis  J.  M . J.  M.  Lewis  «fe  Co . Grain  dealers. 

Littleton  A.  D . Slierilf  Polk  County. 

Lloyd  J.  C... . . Weare  &  Lloyd . Grain  dealers. 

Lockwood  B.  A . Hunter  &  Lockwood . Grain  dealers. 

Long  Matthew . Secretary  State  Insurance  Co. 

Loughran  S.  j . '.  .Editor  Iowa  State  Journal. 

Mack  R.  F.  . . . Grain  dealer,  Lathrop. 

Madden  A .  . United  States  mail  service. 

Maish  George  H . Cashier  Iowa  National  Bank. 

Marsh  E.  P . Grain  dealer,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Mason  E.  R . Cl’k  U.  S.  Dist.  and  C’t  Courts. 

McCain  W.  M . McCain  &  Chase . Grocers. 

McCaughan James M.Barcroft,  Gatcli  &  McC.  ..Attorneys  at  law. 

McClees  W.  L . Corbit  &  McC  lees . Grain  dealers,  Commerce, 

McCray  O.  P . Sec’y  D.  M.  Syrup  Refinery- 

McDonnell  N.  S  . . .  .N.  S.  McDonnell  &  Co. . .  .Boiler  works. 

McEnTee  C.  S . Atlas  Distilling  Co. 

McGorrisk  E.  j . . . .  .Physician  and  surgeon. 

McKisson  j.  S . Taylor  &  McKisson . Grain  dealers. 

Meek  Fayette . Pork  packer. 

Merrill  J.  H . Merrill,  Keeney  &  Co . Fiunitnre  and  carpets. 

Merrill  J.  H . . . . . . Y.  Pres.  Citizens  Nat.  Bank. 

Merrill  Sa^iuel . President  Citizens  Nat.  Bank. 

Merrill  William — Merrill,  Keeney  &  Co . Furniture  and  carpets. 

Miller  Martin  H . Manager  D.  M.  Syrup  Refin’y. 

Miller  R.  K  . Treasurer  Polk  County. 

Miller  R.  S . Cut  stone  and  cem’t  sidew'ks. 

•Miller  W.  E . Miller  &  Godfrey . Attorneys  at  law. 

Mills  F.  M . Mills  &  Co . Printers  and  publishers. 

Mills  P.  J . Jones  &  Mills . White  Line  Transfer  Co. 

Mills  J.  W . Mills  &  Co . Printers  and  publishers. 

Mitchell  W.  F . Mitchell,  Bartlett  &  Crain.  Wholesale  druggists. 

Morris  T.  T . .  .Contractor  and  builder. 


8 


FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE 


NAME,  FIRM.  BUSINESS. 

Mott  Lamoine . . , , .. ...  ..Grain  dealer. 

Munsell  O.  W . . .  . . . . . . .  Carriage  manufacturer. 

Naylor  A.  W . . . President, Capital  City  Bank. 

Noble  H.  A.  ..Vice  Pres.  Baker  Manufac’ng  Co.. Barbed  wire. 

Osgood  G.  11 . Osgood,  Harris  &  Co . Dry  goods. 

Park  W.  A . Clark  &  Park  . . . . . Attorneys  at  law. 

Parsons  Galusha.  .  .Parsons  &  Jlunnells . Attorneys  at  law. 

Percival  F.  a . Percival  &  Hatton . Real  estate. 

.Perkins  D.  E . . . Secretary  Eagle  Iron  Works. 

Perkins  L . . . Real  estate. 

Perkins  O.  H . Perkins  &  Gray . China,  glass  and  queensware. 

Platt  C.  H . . Grain  dealer. 

Polk  J.  S . Polk  &  Hubbell . Attorneys  at  law. 

Prouty  C.  C . R.  C.  Webb. &  Co . Wholesale  grocers. 

Quick  W.  H  . . . . Div.  Sup’t  U.  S.  Express  Co. 

Randall  George  W. Randall  &  Dickey . Agricultural  implements. 

Redhead  Wesley . . . .President  Pioneer  Coal  Co. 

Regan  J.  C . Regan  Bros. . .  . . . . Stone  and  lime. 

Regan  P.  G . Regan  Bros.  . . Stone  and  lime. 

Reinig  C.  P . Billiard  hall. 

Rice  I.  N . . . . .  . . Pianos  and  organs. 

Riseley  Frank . Riseley  &  Vail . Proprietors  Aborn  House. 

Risser  Charles  E . . Dry  goods  and  clothing. 

Robertson  S.  A . . . Contractor,  stone  and  lime. 

Robinson  T.  B . Grocer. 

Rogg  C.  W .  . Druggist. 

Ross  J.  M . Mills  &  Co . Printers  and  publishers. 

Rounds  J.  G. . . . . Cashier  Citizens  Nat.  Bank. 

Rowe  F.  E . Rowe  &  Co . Hats,  caps  and  furs. 

Runnells  j.  S . Parsons  &  Runnells . Attorneys  at  law. 

Russell  M.  T . Grain  dealer,  Mitchellville. 

Rutherford  F.  S  . . .Rutherford  &  Warner . Grain  dealers. 

Samish  a. . Lederer,  Strauss  &  Co _ Wh’sale  millin’y  and  notions. 

Sandford  L.  M . Sandford  &  Smith . .  .Insurance. 

Saucerman  S.  . . Saucerman  &  English  . . .  .Real  estate. 

ScHERMERHORN  B.  S..B.  S.  Schermerhorii  &  Co.. Eggs  and  butter. 

ScHOLTZ  Louis  . Merchant  tailor. 

Seeberger  j.  D . Wholesale  hardware. 

Serrin  j.  R . Serrin  &  Fairbanks . Flouring  mills. 

Sherman  Hoyt . Pres.  Equitable  Life  Ins.  Co. 

Skinner  H.  L . Agent  American  Emigrant  Co. 

SmTH  Ed.  C . Ed.  C.  Smith  &  Co . Grain  dealers. 

Smith  Gus . Grocer. 

Smith  M.  H . Sandford  &  Smith . Insurance. 

Smouse  D.  W . Physician  ^nd  surgeon. 
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name.  firm.  business. 

Stewart  J.  B . Real  estate. 

Stewart  W.  R.,  Jr.  .W.  R  Stewart,  Jr.,  &  Co.. Wholesale  glassware. 

Strauss  M . Lederer,  Strauss  &  Co  . . .  .Wh’sale  millin’y  and  notions. 

Taylor  John  B . Taylor  &  McKisson . Grain  dealers. 

Tinsley  Thomas  . . .  .Tinsley  Bros . Clothing. 

Tinsley  William  .  ..Tinsley  Bros . Clothing. 

Todd  E.  S . . . Butter  and  eggs. 

Town  J.  J . Cashier  Valley  Bank. 

Turner  C.  H . Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Tuttle  S.  B . Stone  and  sewer  pipe. 

Turner  M.  P . Pres.  Des  Moines  St.  R’y  Co. 

Tuttle  Martin . B.  C.  White  &  Co . Capital  Flouring  Mills. 

Tyrrell  D.  A . Eagle  Flouring  Mills. 

Vail  J.  W . Riseley  &  Vail . Proprietors  Aborn  House. 

VanHoesenP.  E..With  B.  S.  Schermerhorn  &  Co. Eggs  and  butter. 
Walsworth  a.  a  . .  .Bentley,  Jaqiiith  &  Co. . .  .Wholesale  boots  and  shoes. 

Warfield  W.  R . Warfield  &  Howell . Wholesale  grocers. 

Ward  C.  H . C.  H.  Ward  &  Co . Wholesale  druggists. 

Ward  M.  H . C.  H.  Ward  &  Co . Wholesale  druggists. 

Warner  E.  N . Rutherford  &  Warner  . . .  .Grain  dealers. 

Watt  James . Watt  &  Cochran . Wholesale  grocers. 

Weare  P.  B . Weare  &  Lloyd . Grain  dealers. 

Weaver  C.  A . Weaver  &  Maish  . . Druggists. 

Webster  I.  N . Marble  works. 

Webb  R.  C . R.  C.  Webb  &  Co . Wholesale  grocers. 

Weitz  Charles . Contractor  and  builder. 

Welch  W.  H . Pres.  West’n  Newsp.  Union. 

Wells  L.  J . Livery. 

Whitaker  George  .  .Whitaker  &  Keyes . Pork  packers. 

White  B.  C . B.  C.  White  &  Co . Capital  Flouring  Mills. 

White  George . George  White  &  Co . Wholesale  notions. 

Williams  J.  J . Real  estate. 

Wilson  Henry,  Jr... Henry  Wilson,  Jr.,  &  Co.  .Grain  dealers,  Ames. 

Windsor  J.  H . Des  Moines  Packing  Co. .  .Pork  packers. 

WiTMER  J.  W . Leader  Job  Printing  Office. 

WiTMER  W.  W . Editor  Iowa  State  Leader. 

Wright  Carroll.  . .  .Wright  &  Wright . .Attorneys  at  law. 

Wright  George  G.  .  .Wright  &  Wright . Attorneys  at  law. 

Wright  T.  S . Wright  &  Wright . Attorneys  at  law. 

Wyman  John . Bogue  &  Wyman . Proprietors  Kirkwood  House. 
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SEOEETARY’S  REPORT. 


BOAED  OF  TRADE  ROOMS,  ) 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Jan.  1, 1881.  \ 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trade  of  Des  Moines: 

Gentlemen:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  it  becomes  my  pleas¬ 
ant  duty  to  submit  to  you  the  first  annual  report  of  the  business,  manu¬ 
facturing  and  other  interests  of  Des  Moines  for  the  year  ending  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1880,  hoping  that  the  matter  will  interest  not  only  yourselves, 
but  all  our  citizens,  and  also  those  who  are  seeking  a  desirable  location 
for  business  or  residence  in  the  West. 

As  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Board  to  issue  a  large  edition  of  this 
report  for  general  circulation,  I  have  endeavored  to  make  it  as  compre¬ 
hensive  as  possible  with  the  facilities  at  my  command,  but  have  met 
with  serious  obstacles  from  the  lack  of  certain  statistical  records  of  busi¬ 
ness  transactions,  owing  to  which  I  have  been  obliged  to  make  a  portion 
of  my  report  more  a  record  of  aggregates  than  a  detail  of  transactions. 
However,  in  the  next  report  I  hope  to  give  a  more  detailed  statement  of 
the  amount  of  business  done.  I  have  also  endeavored  to  indicate  some 
of  the  industries  and  wholesale  business  which  would  do  well  to  locate  in 
Des  Moines. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Board  September  14,  1880,  it  has  been 
an  active  force  in  all  important  affairs  of  our  city,  and  has  rendered  val¬ 
uable  service  in  shaping  the  future  growth,  and  by  its  leadership  in  the 
assistance  of  important  private  enterprises  has  been  the  means  of  secur¬ 
ing  to  Des  Moines  many  benefits.  In  the  year  upon  which  we  have  just 
entered  much  will  be  accomplished  that  will  substantially  benefit  the  city. 

New  and  important  railway  lines  are  coming  to  Des  Moines,  and  many 
new  manufactories  and  wholesale  business  houses  will  be  established,  and 
important  public  improvements  inaugurated  during  the  ensuing  year. 
The  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  prosperity  to  our  city,  but  the  year 
upon  which  we  are  just  entering  promises  to  be  unprecedented  in  our 
history  for  business,  improvements  and  general  prosperity.  New 
manufactories,  some  of  which  are  extensive,  and  wholesale  houses 
that  would  reflect  credit  upon  any  city,  have  located  here,  and  many  par¬ 
ties  have  visited  us  with  a  view  to  establishing  new  industries,  attracted 
by  the  fact  that  we  have  the  best  facilities  for  manufacturing ;  a  com¬ 
plete  system  of  railways  extending  in  almost  every  direction,  which 
insures  rapid  and  cheap  transportation,  rendering  the  country  for  hun¬ 
dreds  of  miles  in  every  direction  tributary  to  Des  Moines,  as  there  are 
no  competing  cities  within  from  three  to  four  hundred  miles;  cheap  fuel 
with  our  inexhaustible  beds  of  coal  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  and 
good  Avater  power,  which  no  doubt  will  soon  be  more  fully  utilized. 

Many  capitalists  are  purchasing  property,  some  as  an  investment, 
while  others  expect  to  make  Des  Moines  *their  home,  attracted  by  the 
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universal  verdict  that  Dei  Moines  is  not  only  “beautiful  for  situation’^ 
and  one  of  the  most  healthful  localities  in  the  country,  but  has  also  the 
best  of  social,  religious  and  educational  advantages. 

Now  that  we  have  become  the  greatest  railroad  center  West  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  there  is  an  important  work  to  be  done  in  building  up 
a  large  and  prosperous  city,  and  to  accomplish  this  we  must  secure  more 
manufactories,  as  well  as  encourage  these  already  established  here. 
That  this  is  what  our  city  needs  has  been  fully  demonstrated  by  the 
efficiency  and  prosperity  of  our  factories  now  in  operation.  Equal  inter¬ 
est  displayed  in  manufacturing  to  that  which  we  have  manifested  in 
securing  railroads,  would  soon  make  Des  Moines  one  of  the  largest  man¬ 
ufacturing  centers  in  the  country. 

We  are  well  represented  by  the  various  branches  of  wholesale  busi¬ 
ness,  and  our  city  is  rapidly  becoming  a  wholesale  center,  but  in  my 
judgment,  our  future  prosperity  chiefly  depends  upon  the  encouragement 
given  to  manufactures,  and  this,  it  appears  to  me,  is  the  important  work 
of  this  Board.  Membership  in  the  Board  of  Trade  carries  with  it  honor 
and  dignity,  and  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  strength  of  our 
organization,  and  the  good  it  is  accomplishing.  Allow  me  just  here  to 
suggest  that  a  movement  be  inaugurated  at  the  earliest  possible  date  to 
erect  a  suitable  building  for  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  might  be  done 
in  connection  with  the  erection  of  a  new  City  Hall,  and  thus  secure  to  it 
a  home,  which  would  greatly  increase  the  opportunities  of  the  Board  to 
exert  a  healthful  influence  upon  the  trade  and  commerce  of  our  city, 
and  insure  the  permanency  and  future  usefulness  of  the  association. 

The  Board  of  Trade,  while  using  its  influence  to  induce  the  capitalist 
and  manufacturer  to  share  our  benefits,  has  not  been  lax  in  its  efforts  to 
encourage  the  mechanic  and  the  laborer,  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  home 
industries,  to  advance  the  public  welfare,  to  disseminate  information 
regarding  the  various  interests  of  our  city,  and  as  an  association  to  invite 
the  entire  country  to  take  cognizance  of  our  superior  advantages,  that 
none  of  our  resources  may  be  left  undeveloped  or  unknown.  Many  of 
our  citizens  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  assist  the  Board  in  enter¬ 
prises  tendins:  to  the  development  of  our  resources,  recognizing  the  fact 
that  new  industries  and  business  brought  to  Des  Moines  thereby  add 
millions  to  our  material  wealth  and  prosperity,  and  they  are  pledging 
themselves  to  aid  in  every  possible  manner  what  will  attract  immigration 
to  the  city  of  the  fairest  promise,  and  of  the  grandest  possibilities. 

Des  Moines  is  possessed  of  no  ordinary  interest,  and  he  who  studies 
the  situation  disinterestedly  will  not  undervalue  the  importance,  nor 
ignore  these  well  founded  hopes  of  future  prosperity  and  greatness. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  present  you  the  following  information  in 
regard  to  our  city  for  publication  in  pamphlet  form,  that  all  our  citizens 
may  be  enabled  to  send  it  abroad,  to  induce  parties  who  are  looking  for 
new  homes  and  business  locations  to  come  to  Des  Moines. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 


J.  P.  Bushnell,  Secretary. 


DES  MOINES. 


LOCATION. 

The  founders  of  Des  Moines,  when  they  fixed  upon  the  location,  de¬ 
signed  by  nature  for  the  site  of  a  great  city,  must  have  looked  into  the 
future  and  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  coming  greatness  of  the  country, 
while  they  recognized  the  importance  of  a  location  commanding  the 
highways  of  the  continent. 

Des  Moines  is  situated  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  State,  in  longitude  16 
degrees  43  minutes  5  seconds;  latitude  41  degrees  35  seconds;  and 
has  been  fitly  chosen  as  the  capital  of  our  great  and  growing  common¬ 
wealth.  Two  large  rivers,  six  hundred  feet  wide,  spanned  by  nine 
handsome,  substantial  bridges,  unite  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
city,  and  from  the  confluence  of  these  rivers,  on  either  side,  stretches  a 
beautiful  plateau,  skirted  by  bluffs,  rising  by  gentle  acclivities  on  all 
sides,  affording  fine  residence  sites,  while  the  level  portion  is  extensive 
enough  to  accommodate  the  business  of  a  large  city.  Xever  had  a  city 
fairer  location  or  finer  promise.  No  other  city  in  the  world  has  about  it 
two  hundred  miles  of  as  deep,  rich  land  as  Des  Moines.  Taking  its  loca¬ 
tion  in  such  a  field,  its  distance  from  any  overshadowing  city,  and  add¬ 
ing  to  these  considerations  the  great  natural  advantages  it  has,  in  the 
inexhaustible  supplies  of  coal  for  cheap  motive  power,  and  also 
its  two  rivers  with  the  milling  power  to  turn  thousands  of  wheels,  it  is 
plain  that  it  is  marked  by  destiny  as  a  future  city  of  imperial  power  and 
rank.  There  is  something  about  the  location  of  our  city,  and  best  of  all 
there  is  a  spirit  of  enterprise  with  the  business  men,  that  makes  one  be¬ 
lieve  that  much  remains  to  be  told  of  the  future  of  Des  Moines.  There 
is  not  a  city  in  the  United  States  that  stands  on  a  better  basis  or 
has  a  better  country  to  support  it.  It  is  already  the  metropolis  of  Iowa 
— the  Eden  of  American  agriculture.  God  seems  to  have  lavished  upon 
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Iowa  the  best  gifts  of  production,  and  Des  Moines  is  destined  to  become 
just  such  a  city  as  Iowa  should  have  for  her  capital. 

It  is  situated  in  the  center  of  a  marvelously  productive  State,  in  the 
richest  agricultural  region  of  the  world,  and  this  farming  land,  which  is 
the  foundation  of  wealth,  can  never  be  removed.  These  advantages  are, 
therefore,  permanent. 

The  surrounding  country  is  abundantly  supplied  with  streams  of  the 
purest  water,  upon  the  banks  of  which  are  found  numerous  varieties 
of  valuable  timber.  Underlying  the  whole  city  and  surrounding  country 
are  inexhaustible  beds  of  coal.  The  Des  Moines  and  Raccoon  rivers 
furnish  a  never-failing  water  power,  and  clays  and  sands  found  in  this 
vicinity  are  of  superior  quality  for  the  manufacture  of  all  articles  from 
arenaceous  and  argillaceous  compounds. 

EARLY  HISTORY. 

In  early  times  those  who  settled  here  had  in  some  way  or  other  pro¬ 
phetic  assurance  that  their  little  beginning  would  some  day  attain  great 
things,  and  they  were  always  ready  to  work  hard  and  earnestly  to  see 
these  hopes  realized.  In  area  Des  Moines  includes  twelve  square  miles, 
which  was  originally  part  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indian  Reservation.  In 
1841-42  the  westward  march  of  civilization  alarmed  the  Indians,  as 
encroachments  were  made  by  white  men  upon  the  territory  so  highly 
prized  by  these  tribes. 

The  government,  seeing  the  demand  for  it,  purchased  the  reservation 
from  the  Indians,  October  11,  1842.  To  protect  the  settlers  from  the 
depredations  of  the  Pottawattamie  and  Sioux  Indians,  a  detachment  of 
troops  was  sent  by  the  government,  arriving  May  9,  1843,  by  the 
steamer  lone,  landing  where  Court  avenue  bridge  now  stands.  They 
immediately  proceeded  to  erect  barracks,  and  the  post  was  named  from 
the  river — Fort  Des  Moines. 

The  county  of  Polk  was  organized  by  the  Legislature  in  1846,  and  a 
board  of  commissioners  appointed  to  locate  the  county  seat,  which  was  fixed 
at  Des  Moines.  The  first  survey  of  the  town  was  made  July  8,  1846. 
On  the  22d  day  of  September,  1851,  the  citizens  voted  to  have  it  incor¬ 
porated  as  a  town,  and  articles  of  incorporation  were  adopted  by  the 
people  on  the  8th  of  October,  1851.  The  first  election  occurred  Octo¬ 
ber  20  of  the  same  year.  This  was  ratified  by  the  Legislature  in  1853, 
and  in  1854  an  act  was  passed  by  which  Fort  Des  Moines  became  the 
capital  of  the  State.  In  1857  the  archives  of  the  State  were  removed 
here  from  Iowa  City  and  deposited  in  the  new  State  House.  During 
the  same  year,  also,  the  city  of  Des  Moines  was  incorporated  (without 
the  prefix  of  “  Fort”). 

POPULATION  AND  GROWTH. 

In  1846  the  town  contained  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  inhabi¬ 
tants;  in  1850,  five  hundred  and  two;  in  1860,  3,965;  in  1865,  5,650; 
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in  1870,  12,035;  in  1875,  15,782;  in  June,  1880,  22,696,  as  given  by 
the  United  States  census,  and  we  can  safely  claim  to-day,  from  a  care¬ 
ful  canvass  just  made,  in  preparing  the  city  directory  for  1881,  a 
population  of  25,397.  Des  Moines  is  the  largest  city  in  Iowa,  and  we 
doubt  not  the  next  United  States  census  will  show  her  population  to  be 
75,000.  The  progress  made  during  the  past  year  has  been  very  grati¬ 
fying.  The  improvements  which  have  been  made  are  great  in  many 
respects,  and  the  business  transactions  very  large.  The  records  of  the 
year  1880  show  an  era  of  unprecedented  prosperity.  It  is  an  indis¬ 
putable  fact  that,  in  all  departments  of  business,  there  has  been  a 
steadily  increasing  development.  It  is  due  to  an  increase  of  facilities 
that  many  of  the  impediments  have  been  resisted  and  overcome.  Al¬ 
most  daily,  new  and  improved  forms  of  procedure  are  being  introduced 
to  the  convenience  and  assistance  of  mercantile  operations.  The  won¬ 
derful  advances  which  have  been  so  characteristic  of  our  city  are  at¬ 
tributable  to  the  indomitable  energy  and  enterprise  of  the  people.  In 
no  section  is  there  a  greater  element  of  industry  than  here  manifested. 
Des  Moines  has  no  rivals  in  Iowa  in  location  and  natural  advantages. 
But  Nature,  lavishly  as  she  may  endow  a  location  for  a  city,  cannot  make 
a  city.  It  takes  men  of  energy  and  enterprise,  which  Des  Moines  has, 
to  do  that. 

PRESENT  OUTLOOK. 

Des  Moines  is  growing  in  wealth  and  importance — society  improving, 
schools  enlarging,  and  many  strangers  coming  within  her  borders  daily. 
The  business  portion  is  rapidly  solidifying — much  more  rapidly  than 
our  busiest  citizens  take  uote  of,  and  on  every  side  is  heard  the 
constant  music  of  the  hammer  and  the  trowel,  and  rumors  of  numerous 
astonishing  enterprises  in  the  way  of  public  buildings  and  factories  are 
current  in  business  circles.  Everywhere  trade  is  active  and  pushing. 
The  streets  are  crowded  with  the  products  of  commerce  and  of  our 
prairies.  The  footways  are  overflowing  with  energetic,  pushing  people, 
who  everywhere  seem  full  of  life  and  stir.  Everything  is  here,  or  ad¬ 
vertised  as  on  the  way;  and,  situated  on  the  great  lines  of  railway  span¬ 
ning  the  continent,  one  feels  allied  to  the  ardor  and  enthusiasm  which 
flow  along  these  great  arteries  of  commerce. 

RAILROADS. 

Few  cities  are  more  favorably  situated  than  Des  Moines,  so  far  as 
railroads  are  concerned.  The  growth  of  the  city  has  been  rapid 
since  the  advent  and  opening  of  railroads,  which  converge  here  from 
every  part  of  the  State  (freighted  with  the  various  products  of  the  richest 
agricultural  region  of  the  world),  making  this  city  the  convenient  market 
for  a  territory  hundreds  of  miles  in  extent.  It  is  plain  to  be  seen  that 
our  railroads  sustain  a  very  important  relation  in  an  industrial  way  to 
the  people  of  Iowa,  and  contribute  largely  to  the  general  prosperity. 
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Situated  in  the  valley  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  which  abounds  in  timber 
and  coal,  it  should  and  will  be,  if  her  business  men  have  the  sagacity  to 
utilize  the  resources  which  Nature  has  placed  in  their  hands,  a  great  man¬ 
ufacturing  city,  and  with  a  system  of  lailroads  leading  out  in  all  direc¬ 
tions,  it  is  already  on«  of  the  best  distributing  points  of  the  Northwest 
(and  all  portions  of  the  country  are  looking  to  Des  Moines  as  the  metropo¬ 
lis  of  Iowa).  The  first  railroad  train  entered  the  city  August  29,  1866, 
on  the  Des  Moines  Valley  Railroad  (now  the  Keokuk  &  Des  Moines). 

The  roads  now  centering  here  are  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific, 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy,  Chicago  &  Northwestern,  Keokuk  & 
Des  Moines,  Des  Moines  &  Ft.  Dodge,  Des  Moines,  Winterset  &  South¬ 
western,  Des  Moines,  Indianola  &  Missouri,  and  the  Des  Moines  & 
Northwestern.  Other  companies  which  contemplate  the  construction  of 
their  roads  to  Des  Moines  are  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul,  the 
Wabash,  now  under  contract,  the  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis,  the  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Marion,  Marshalltown  &  Des  Moines,  the  Des  Moines  &  Kansas 
City,  and  the  Des  Moines  &  St.  Louis.  The  Des  Moines  &  Northwestern 
Company  will  add  to  their  road  this  year  thirty  miles  of  track  into  one  of 
the  richest  portions  of  Iowa,  and  this  country  will  thus.be  rendered  trib¬ 
utary  to  Des  Moines. 

The  Chicago  &  Northwestern  propose  to  build  during  the  present  year 
two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  road,  widening  the  narrow  gauge  north  of 
Ames,  extending  it  by  way  of  Webster  City  and  Algona  to  Blue  Earth, 
where  connection  will  be  made  with  the  St.  P.,  M.  &  0.  R.R.,  and  over 
this  line  trains  can  be  run  directly  from  Des  Moines  to  St.  Paul.  It  is 
also  the  intention  of  this  company  to  extend  the  line  from  Callanan  to 
Lake  City.  The  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy,  and  the  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific  also  contemplate  the  construction  of  various  branches 
as  feeders  to  their  main  lines  into  Des  Moines.  In  fact,  all  portions  of 
the  State  are  asking  for  railroad  connection  with  the  metropolis  of  Iowa. 
Des  Moines  has  developed  more  real  energy  and  enterprise  in  the  action 
of  the  business  men  than  any  other  city  in  the  West. 

The  desirability  of  securing  the  Wabash  road  in  Central  Iowa,  with  its 
new  water  route  and  barge  system  to  the  sea,  and  with  its  line  to  the 
East,  independent  of  Chicago,  is  apparent  to  all.  There  never  was  a 
project  presented  to  our  people  which  met  with  so  immediate  a  response 
from  all  concerned.  The  desire  of  the  people  of  Iowa  now  is  to  get  an¬ 
other  direct  connection  with  the  East;  also  with  St.  Louis  and  the  barge 
system  down  the  Mississippi  river.  The  prospect  of  getting  this  great 
road  into  central  Iowa  arouses  this  whole  portion  of  the  State.  Des 
Moines  began  the  movement  last  year,  to  secure  for  herself  a  direct 
line  to  St.  Louis,  to  be  operated  as  a  part  of  the  great  system  known 
as  the  Wabash  road.  All  the  preliminary  work  is  well  advanced,  and, 
the  project  is  fairly  and  firmly  established,  so  that  we  may  consider  the 
Wabash  as  "h  certainty  for  Des  Moines  within  the  present  year. 

That  the  Milwaukee  road  will  be  built  this  year  is  stated  upon  the; 
authority  of  Mr,  Mitchell,  President  of  this  road,  as  an  established  fact. 
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They  will  take  the  Marshalltown  and  Des  Moines  route,  and  run  to  a 
point  below  Des  Moines  for  both  their  Council  Bluffs  and  Kansas  City 
lines,  or  the  Council  Bluffs  line  will  run  north  of  Des  Moines,  be¬ 
tween  the  Northwestern  and  Chicago  &  Bock  Island  roads,  and  the  Kan¬ 
sas  City  line  will  go  through  Des  Moines;  so  this  city  is  reasonably  sure 
of  having  this  road  this  year. 

The  Des  Moines  and  Kansas  City  road  is  one  of  the  most  important  of 
Des  Moines’  railroads.  This  road  will  be  entirely  independent  of  all 
other  lines  now  centering  in  our  city.  The  work  will  be  commenced  as 
early  in  the  spring  as  the  weather  will  permit,  and  rapidly  pushed  to 
completion.  For  several  months  engineers  have  been  at  work  locating 
the  line,  which  will  leave  Des  Moines,  running  southwest,  and  crossing  the 
C.,  B.  &  Q.  at  Osceola,  Murray  or  Afton,  thence  to  Kansas  City,  mak¬ 
ing  the  route  about  one  hundred  and  ninety  miles  in  length.  This  will 
give  Des  Moines  connection  with  Kansas,  southern  Colorado,  northern 
and  western  New  Mexico,  southern  Arizona,  northern  Mexico,  southern 
California  and  San  Francisco,  via  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe 
with  the  Southern  Pacific. 

With  this  extensive  network  of  railroads  centering  in  our  city,  together 
with  our  man}?-  natural  resources,  the  advantages  for  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  Des  Moines  are  almost  unlimited.  The  year  1881  prom¬ 
ises  to  be  unprecedented  in  railroad  building  for  Iowa.  The  main  lines 
of  road  in  our  State,  nearly  all  of  which  touch  Des  Moines,  are  among 
the  best  equipped,  having  the  most  secure  road-beds  and  the  finest 
rolling  stock  in  the  United  States,  and  the  management  rests  with 
gentlemen  of  honor  and  experience  in  their  business.  The  railroads  of 
Des  Moines  extend  in  almost  every  direction,  so  that  we  can  leave  our 
city  for  Chicago,  by  any  one  of  three  trunk  lines,  arriving  there  about  the 
same  time  and  without  change  of  cars.  We  can  go  to  St.  Louis  by  two 
different  roads,  and  to  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  or  Milwaukee  by  either  of 
two  almost  direct  lines;  to  Kansas  City,  Leavenworth  and  the  South¬ 
west;  and  we  can  take  any  one  of  three  principal  roads  for  Council  Bluffs, 
Denver  and  the  Pacific  Coast.  The  many  roads  centering  here  will  ere 
long  unite  in  the  building  of  a  union  depot.  Efforts  are  now  being  made 
to  accomplish  this  object,  which  has  become  an  imperative  necessity. 

MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  ROUTE. 

The  proposed  Mississippi  river  route  to  the  principal  European  mar¬ 
kets  is  one  of  general  interest  and  of  great  advantage  to  Iowa,  and 
especially  to  Des  Moines  shippers.  It  is  apparent  that  this  route  to  Eu¬ 
rope  is  growing  steadily  in  business  and  in  favor  with  the  people.  The 
fact  that  St.  Louis  is  now  contracting  to  send  grain  to  Liverpool  by  New 
Orleans,  via  the  barge  lines  down  the  river,  for  ten  cents  less  than  it 
can  be  sent  to  Liverpool  by  New  York,  demonstrates  the  capacity  of 
that  city  to  be  the  highest  paying  market  foT  Western  grain.  This  is  an 
important  item  for  our  Des  Moines  shippers.  If  corn  had  the  access  to 
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St.  Louis  which  it  should  have,  millions  of  dollars  would  be  gained  on 
this  crop  alone.  In  like  manner,  wheat  and  oats  would  largely  decrease 
in  rates  to  European  markets.  Competent  judges,  who  have  made  the 
grain  business  a  study  and  who  have  specially  examined  into  this  matter, 
estimate  that,  with  this  new  route  fully  opened,  the  grain  crops  of  Iowa 
will  sell  for  from  ten  to  twelve  millions  of  dollars  more  annually  at  St. 
Louis  than  at  Chicago;  and  this  is  too  vast  a  sum  to  be  allowed  to  be 
taken  from  our  purse  unregarded.  The  importance  of  this  movement  as 
regards  its  effect  upon  Iowa  products  can  hardly  be  over-estimated,  and 
it  is  now  attracting  general  attention  all  over  the  West  and  Northwest. 
The  Des  Moines  Board  of  Trade  has  adopted  and  forwarded  resolutions 
memorializing  Congress  in  regard  to  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  The  rapid’and  wonderful  increase  of  the  products  peculiar  to  the  Mississippi 
Valley,  and  especially  of  the  territory  west  of  that  river,  together  with  the  growing  demand 
therefor  in  the  markets  of  the  Old  World,  has  created  a  necessity  for  additional  and  cheaper 
meihods  of  transportation  which  is  constantly  becoming  more  urgent,  and  bids  fair  to  con¬ 
tinue  with  ever  increasing  force ;  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  by  such  an  improvement  of  the  channels  ofthe  Mississippi  river 
as  will  permit  safely  the  transportation  of  products  to  foreign  marts,  an  invaluable  aid  will 
be  secured,  and  many  obstacles  which  now  impede  progress  in  the  transportation  of  products 
can  be  overcome  ;  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  the  great  channel  of  the  Mississippi  river  does  now  afford  one 
of  the  means  for  meeting  this  demand,  and  that  a  wise  and  prudent  development  and  im¬ 
provement  of  its  capacity  and  capabilities  would  materially  enlarge  the  advantages  of  that 
great  channel  of  commerce  as  a  gateway  to  the  sea;  and 

Whereas,  We  believe  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government,  and  the  part  of  \vise  states¬ 
manship,  to  aid  in  all  plans  to  increase  the  facilities  for  moving  and  handling  the  products  of 
the  country;  and 

Whereas,  Situated  as  we  are  in  the  great  producing  region,  which  is  yearly  being  more 
fully  developed  by  an  increase  of  acreage,  and  the  constant  demand  for  our  products  in  the 
countries  of  the  Old  World,  we  in  common  with  the  entire  country  are  interested  deeply  in 
all  that  tends  to  foster,  aid  and  encourage  the  producer.  Now,  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  we,  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  Des  Moines,  State  of  Iowa,  hereby  re¬ 
quest  the  Representatives  and  Senators  from  Iowa  in  Congress  assembled  to  use  all  proper 
and  legitimate  means  upon  a  scale  so  broad  and  liberal  as  will  tend  to  secure  such  legislation 
for  the  speedy  improvement  of  the  channels  of  the  Mississippi  river,  thereby  enlarging  its 
capacity  as  a  commercial  highway,  affording  cheaper  and  boundless  facilities  for  transporta¬ 
tion,  creating  a  more  healthy  condition  in  the  way.of  competition,  and  binding  together  in 
bonds  of  mutual  interest  the  sections  of  the  North  and  South  by  this  line  of  inter-communi¬ 
cation  now  widely  and  unnaturally  separated  in  their  mutual  interests. 

Resolved^  That  our  President  and  Secretary  be  instructed  to  forward  this  preamble  and 
resolutions  to  our  Senators  and  members  in  Congress,  accompanied  by  a  petition  that  it  be 
presented  to  the  respective  houses  of  Congress,  and  referred  to  the  [proper  committees  for 
their  earnest  consideration. 

T.  S.  WRIGHT, )  Committee 
H.  C.  COLVER,  j 


Des  Moines,  January  5, 1881. 
By  Des  Moines  Board  of  Trade. 

J.  P.  BUSHNELL, 


J.  H.  WINDSOR,  President. 
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TELEORAPII  LINES. 

Both  the  Western  Union  and  the  American  Union  Telegraph  Com¬ 
panies  have  offices  in  Des  Moines,  and  these  lines  give  us  direct  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  oceanic  cables,  and  all  the  useful  lines  of  importance 
to  the  mercantile  world.  « 


TELEPHONE  LINES. 

Few  persons  have  any  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  business  trans¬ 
acted  in  Des  Moines  by  telephone.  The  average  of  daily  connections 
made  is  about  fifteen  hundred.  Superintendent  Beech,  of  Chicago,  will 
soon  visit  our  city,  and  expects  to  give  us  a  telephone  service  equal  to 
that  of  Chicago  or  New  York.  The  improvements  proposed  will  proba¬ 
bly  include  the  new  automatic  service  board  recently  tested  in  Boston. 

EXPRESS  COMPANIES. 

Both  the  United  States  and  the  American  Express  Companies  have 
■offices  in  this  city,  with  connection  in  all  directions. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

In  all  these  marvelous  advances,  nothing  impresses  the  mind  more 
than  the  wonderful  progress  in  journalism,  and  the  eminence  attained 
by  the  newspapers  of  Des  Moines,  and  the  power  which  they  have  exerted 
in  the  growth  of  our  city.  No  other  city  in  Iowa  has  as  many  newspa¬ 
pers  and  publications  as  Des  Moines;  and  certainly  fti  proportion  and 
extent  of  circulation,  no  other  city  of  the  same  population  in  the  country 
can  make  a  better  exhibit.  Our  papers  are  always  alive  to  the  inter- 
^ests  of  Des  Moines.  The  whole  editorial  staff  are  a  wide-awake  and  en¬ 
terprising  fraternity,  and  we  predict  for  them  a  most  prosperous  career. 
The  following  are  the  principal  papers:  The  Iowa  State  Begister,  daily 
and  weekly;  Iowa  State  Leader,  daily  and  weekly;  Iowa  State  Journal, 
weekly;  Des  Moines  News,  weekly;  Plain  Talk,  weekly;  Iowa  Home¬ 
stead  and  Western  Farm  Journal,  weekly;  Iowa  Staats  Anzeiger  (Ger¬ 
man  and  English),  weekly;  State  Independent,  weekly;  Iowa  State  Tri¬ 
bune,  weekly;  The  Saturday  Evening  Mail  Car,  weekly;  The  State  Pro¬ 
hibitionist,  weekly;  The  Western  Jurist,  mopthly;  The  Western  News¬ 
paper  Union,  auxiliary  publishers  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska  weekly  papers. 
The  press  is  a  potent  agency  in  Des  Moines,  and  is  earnestly  and  intel¬ 
ligently  at  work  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  city. 

DES  MOINES  POST-OFFICE. 

The  United  States  Post-office  and  Court-house  was  erected  a  few 
years  since  at  an  expense  of  about  $200,000.  It  is  a  fine  three-story 
■^tone  building,  with  basement,  and  is  finished  and  furnished  in  elegant 
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style.  The  record  of  business  transacted  at  the  Des  Moines  office  for 
the  year  1880  is  one  in  which  our  citizens  take  just  pride,  and  is  showu 
by  the  following  statistics:  General  account,  receipts  amounted  to  $50,- 
385.73,  the  expenses  being  $9,694.19,  leaving  a  net  income  of  $40,691.54* 
In  the  money  order  department  there  was  received  $94,808.80,  and  dis¬ 
bursed  $399,272.39.  In  the  mailing  department,  the  number  of  letters, 
postal  cards,  newspapers,  transient  printed  and  merchandise  packages 
dispatched  amounted  to  5,135,832.  In  the  registered  letter  department 
there  were  received  16,290,  and  sent  out  17,825  letters  and  packages. 
Nine  carriers  were  employed,  who  delivered  2,102,277  letters,  postal 
cards  and  newspapers  in  the  city.  No  city  in  the  West,  having  the 
same  population  as  Des  Moines,  can  show  a  post-office  business  of  greater 
magnitude  for  the  year  1880. 


BANKS. 

The  city  of  Des  Moines  has  a  solid  financial  status,  and  comparative 
statements  rank  us  far  in  advance  of  any  other  city  in  the  West  of  the  same 
population  in  number  and  amount  of  surplus  deposits.  A  commercial 
city  is  always  in  a  great  degree  dependent  upon  its  banking  facilities. 
The  exhibits  of  the  Des  Moines  banks  have  proved  this  to  be  a  greater 
financial  center  than  many  suppose.  The  banks  of  Des  Moines  draw 
from  the  principal  mercantile  and  corporate  institutions  throughout 
western  and  northern  Iowa,  and  furnish  a  safe  deposit  for  the  banks 
and  merchants  in  the  counties  of  central  Iowa.  Eastern  exchange  sold 
by  Des  Moines  banks  amounts  to  millions  annually.  Our  city  has  six 
good  banks;  two  are  National  banks,  the  others  private;  all  reliable  and 
sound,  holding  about  one  million  dollars  of  deposits,  and  doing  a  safe 
business.  Money  was  abundant  throughout  the  past  year,  and  could  be 
obtained,  with  reliable  securities,  at  a  reasonable  rate  of  interest.  There 
have  been  no  changes  made  in  our  banking  institutions  for  several  years,, 
and  their  prosperity  has  kept  pace  with  our  city’s  growth.  Their  stock¬ 
holders  are  among  the  most  reliable  business  men  of  Des  Moines,  and 
their  affairs  are  managed  with  prudence  and  ability. 

HOME  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

Our  home  insurance  companies,  especially  the  Hawkeye  and  State 
(fire),  and  the^  Equitable  (life),  deserve  particular  mention  as  institu¬ 
tions  which  have  done  much  for  Des  Moines,  and  are  in  themselves  a 
credit  to  the  city  and  the  State.  The  upright  manner  in  which  their 
business  has  been  transacted,  and  the  promptness  and  liberality  with 
which  their  losses  have  been  settled,  have  induced  the  utmost  confidence 
on  the  part  of  the  public.  There  is  no  necessity  for  sending  money  out 
of  the  State  to  obtain  reliable  insurance  on  life  or  property.  The  Insur¬ 
ance  Companies  of  Des  Moines  are  conducted  by  substantial  and  honor¬ 
able  gentlemen  of  long  experience  in  the  business,  and  the  record  which 
they  have  made  is  an  honor  both  to  themselves  and  to  the  city. 


DES  MOINES  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 


21 


LOAN  ASSOCIATIONS. 

There  are  three  of  these  associations  in  our  city,  which  loan  not  only 
the  surplus  money  of  our  capitalists,  but  also  of  Eastern  corporations. 
Money  can  be  obtained  at  a  .low  rate  of  interest.  These  associa¬ 
tions  are  included  with  the  banks  among  the  solid  financial  institutions 
of  our  city. 

BUILDING  ASSOCIATIONS. 

There  are  four  first-class  loan  and  building  associations  in  Des 
Moines,  all  of  which  have  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  building  up 
our  city.  The  object  of  these  organizations  is  to  aid  any  of  their  stock¬ 
holders  in  their  efforts  to  secure  a  home,  by  lending  money  to  them  at  a 
low  rate  of  interest,  to  be  paid  in  weekly,  monthly  or  yearly  install¬ 
ments.  The  money  is  loaned  only  to  stockholders.  There  are  hundreds  in 
Des  Moines  to-day  dwelling  in  their  own  homes,  who,  but  for  these  insti¬ 
tutions,  might  not  be  thus  fortunate. 

STREET  RAILWAY. 

Des  Moines  has  a  very  good  street  railway  system,  and  the  present 
season,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  company  to  remove  the  western  termi¬ 
nus  north  to  Brown’s  Addition,  thence  west  to  Cottage  Grove;  and  the 
eastern  terminus  about  a  half  mile  east  of  the  new  capitol  building;  also 
a  line  directly  westward  to  Brown’s  Park  and  the  State  Fair  Grounds  is 
projected. 

WATER  AND  GAS  WORKS. 

Des  Moines  has  the  Holly  system  of  water  works,  and  the  water 
used  is  soft  and  pure,  being  taken  from  twenty  feet  beneath  the  Rac¬ 
coon  river.  The  water  company  have  twenty-five  miles  of  mains  laid 
in  the  city,  and  contemplate  the  extension  of  them  still  further  this 
year.  The  gas  works  are  ample  to  supply  the  demand,  even  of  our 
large  corporation.  There  are  twenty  miles  of  pipe  laid  for  their  ac¬ 
commodation,  but  the  company  will  extend  their  mains  this  year  to  meet 
the  increasing  demand  for  gas,  which  is  of  excellent  quality.  The  com¬ 
pany  have  a  capital  invested  of  $150,000,  manufacture  annually  23,000,- 
000  feet  of  gas,  in  the  production  of  which  they  consume  3,000  tons 
of  coal  and  6,400  bushels  of  lime.  The  coke  remaining  finds  ready  sale 
at  a  fair  price. 

MANUFACTURING. 

Nothing  is  more  notable  of  late  than  the  rapid  development  of  man¬ 
ufacturing  in  the  West.  Des  Moines  has  every  element  necessary  for 
making  a  great  manufacturing  center.  In  the  mere  item  of  fuel,  Des 
Moines  has  the  advantage  over  every  city  in  the  West.  Good  screened 
coal  can  be  had  for  five  to  seven  cents  per  bushel,  and  best  lump  coal 
for  eight  cents.  No  location  in  the  United  States  can  furnish  cheaper 
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or  better  food  for  operatives.  All  articles  of  food  and  provisions  are  in 
the  market  at  greatly  reduced  rates,  in  comparison  with  the  Eastern 
markets.  The  success  of  the  factories  already  established  and  the  rapid 
settlement  of  the  adjacent  country,  are  warrants  for  the  establishment 
of  many  more.  We  notice,  with  pride,  that  I)es  Moines  manufactures 
are  equal  in  appearance  and  quality  to  the  best  products  of  Eastern  man¬ 
ufacture.  Manufacturing  lies  at  the  foundation  of  industrial  life  in 
all  towns  that  flourish.  They  are  the  one  thing  needed  to  com¬ 
plete  the  independence  of  the  West  and  to  establish  her  prosperity  upon 
a  sure  foundation,  and  every  addition  to  them  should  be  welcomed.. 
We  should  encourage  all  new  enterprises,  and  in  every  possible  way 
endeavor  to  induce  others  to  come  among  us,  as  well  as  to  encourage  our 
factories  already  established  by  patronizing  them,  as  far  as  possible,  in 
preference  to  foreign  manufacturers. 

The  City  Council  has  recently  passed  the  following  resolution: 


Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council  it  is  wise  and  competent  for  the  city  to 
enter  into  contracts  with  any  party  or  parties  who  shall  propose  to  erect  and  maintain  within 
the  city  manufacturing  establishments,  employing  a  considerable  amount  of  capital,  and 
which  shall  give  employment  to  such  an  amount  of  labor  as  shall  make  the  matter  of  public 
importance,  by  which  said  manufacturing  establishment  shall  be  released  er  exempted  from 
taxation  for  municipal  purposes  for  a  term  of  years,  and  that  this  Council  will  favorably 
consider  any  proposition  from  persons  or  corporations  proposing  to  erect  or  establish  such 
manufacturing  establishments. 


STATISTICS  OF  MANUFACTURING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  statistics  of  manufacturing  in  De& 
Moines  for  the  year  1880: 


Agricultural  implements . $  36,200 

Alcohol  works .  480,000 

Artificial  stone  and  sewerage  pipe  70,125 

Bakeries  and  cracker  factories _  104,362 

Barbed  wire . T,..  183,600 

Blacksmithing .  34,640 

Boiler  works .  36,350 

Boots  and  shoes .  37,950 

Brass  works .  8,472 

Breweries .  146,000 

Brick  yards .  103,500 

Brooms .  12,500 

Carriage  factories .  47,874 

Cigar  boxes .  4,300 

Cigars . , _  179,500 

Clothing  (merchant  tailoring) ....  165,780 

Coal  mining .  1,020,000 

Contractors  and  builders .  1,776,500 

Confectionery .  28,540 

Cooperage .  39,600 

File  works .  5,700 

Flourmills .  156,180 

Foundries  and  machine  shops. .. .  176,272 

Furniture .  110,900 

Hair  goods .  10,400 

Harness  and  saddlery .  63,900 

Hominy  mills .  15,600 

Hoop  skirts .  5,700 


Job  printing .  169,800 

Lithographing  .  30.100 

Marble  works .  97.990 

Millinery .  287.500 

Newspapers .  256,400 

Oat  meal  mills .  100.000 

Oil  mills .  95,000 

Painting .  137.600 

Picture  frames .  8,360 

Planing  mills .  125,400 

Plumbing  and  gas  fitting .  142,134 

Pork  packing .  2,456.000 

Potteries .  44,800 

Publishers .  111,300 

Pumps . 26,000 

Sawmills .  25.400 

Scales .  19.500 

Seals,  stamps  and  locks .  4,000 

Shirt  factories .  6,400 

Soap  works .  28,800 

Spice  mills .  55,300 

Stair  rod  and  carpet  fasteners _  2.580 

Stereotyping .  16,500 

Syrup  and  glucose  works,  four 

months  in  operation .  21,812 

Tin  and  sheet  iron  works  .  174,400 

Pickles  and  vinegar  works .  12,600 

Wagons .  20,700 


Total 


$9,660,6*0 
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COAL. 

Of  the  three  great  coal  measures  which  underlie  the  Des  Moines 
River  Valley,  the  greatest  mining  point  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Des  Moines. 
The  beds  here  often  appear  uncovered  at  the  bottoms  of  our  streams, 
and  crop  out  in  many  places  from  our  hillsides.  In  quality  it  excels 
any  other  found  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  in  quantity  is  inexhaustible. 
The  city  and  adjacent  country  are  underlaid  with  heavy  deposits  of  coal. 
Here  we  have  the  three  measures,  while  most  of  the  workable  points 
have  but  one  or  two  of  them.  The  measures  worked  most  profitably  are 
the  second  and  third,  where  the  coal  varies  from  three  to  eleven  feet, 
and  is  free  from  sulphuric  and  argillitic  matter.  There  are  fifteen 
mines  in  operation,  employing  about  seven  hundred  men,  who  mined  five 
hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  tons,  valued  at  $1,020,000.  Coal  for 
manufacturing  purposes  can  be  had  at  $1.50  per  ton,  and  slack  at  40 
cents  per  wagon  load. 

WATER  POWER. 

The  first  step  for  Des  Moines  to  take  toward  becoming  an  important 
manufacturing  town  is  to  provide  cheap  water  power  for  the  operation 
of  machinery. 

Sections  1236  to  1240  of  the  Code  of  1873  (chapter  79,  laws  of  1872) 
confer  the  most  ample  power  upon  water-power  improvement  companies. 
They  have  the  same  power  as  railroad  companies  to  condemn  land  for 
the  right  of  way  for  canals,  water-ways,  buildings  and  other  necessary 
uses.  About  twenty  years  ago,  before  Des  Moines  was  a  city,  Edwin 
Hall  obtained  by  grant  from  the  Legislature,  convened  at  Iowa  City, 
and  by  license  from  the  Commissioners  of  Polk  County,  the  franchise 
which  gives  the  present  water  power  on  the  Des  Moines  river  within 
the  limits  of  the  city,  a  power  which  should  to-day  keep  in  motion  man¬ 
ufacturing  enterjprises  sufficient  to  give  employment  to  many  thousands, 
and  profitable  investment  for  unlimited  capital.  Not  a  twentieth  part 
of  the  power  has  ever  been  utilized,  and  yet  it  has  been  a  profitable  in¬ 
vestment.  The  flouring  mill,  the  land  adjacent  to  the  dam  and  the 
west  half  of  the  dam  sold  recently  for  $20,000.  The  east  side  of  the 
river,  having  the  same  power,  is  now  idle,  and  presents  a  rare  opportu¬ 
nity  to  locate  manufacturing  enterprises;  and  we  have  here  so  many  un¬ 
developed  resources.  It  is  believed  by  our  most  competent  engineers 
that,  by  raising  the  dam  one  cr  two  feet,  a  fall  can  be  secured  that  will 
give  power  sufficient  to  operate  almost  unlimited  machinery.  This  can 
be  done  under  charter.  It  would  be  an  easy  thing  for  a  competent 
engineer  to  take  the  water  from  the  dam  down  both  banks  of  the  river. 
Intelligent  men  have  estimated  that  the  dam  can  be  raised,  all  the 
necessary  right  of  way  secured,  and  the  two  water-ways  constructed 
from  the  dam  to  the  mouth  of  the  Raccoon  river  for  less  than  $40,000, 
capable  of  running  all  the  machinery  that  requires  power  within  reach, 
that  would  pay  a  reasonable  rent  for  the  use  of  the  water.  A  water 
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power  company  could  rent  the  use  of  its  water  power  to  every  such 
factory  at  from  one-half  to  one-eighth  of  what  steam  power  costs, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  manufacturers’  original  capital  that  is  swallowed 
up  in  the  purchase  of  engines,  fuel,  etc.  While  this  is  a  feasible  plan, 
and  apparently  the  most  practicable  for  securing  the  desired  water 
power,  we  must  not  forget  the  llaccoon  river,  which  flows  at  a  rapid 
rate,  is  soft  water,  and  can  readily  be  made  of  great  utility  in  manufac¬ 
turing. 

CLAYS. 

The  clays  of  this  vicinity  add  no  small  value  to  the  industries  of  our 
city.  Go  wherever  you  will,  you  soon  arrive  at  extensive  hrich 
yards^  and  the  buildings  of  our  city,  small  and  great,  demonstrate  their 
excellence  and  stability.  This  resource  last  year  aggregated  $103,500. 
Not  only  is  clay  for  the  manufacture  of  common  brick  abundant, 
but  the  finest  quality  of  white,  or  Milvmukee,''  hrick  are  made  in  our 
vicinity.  Fire  clay  abounds  in  connection  with  our  coal  deposits,  and 
the  best  and  most  valuable  of  coal  measure  clays — potters'  clay — 
is  found  of  a  superior  quality.  The  products  of  our  extensive 
potteries  find  markets  hundreds  of  miles  away,  and  last  year’s  business 
footed  up  the  handsome  sum  of  $44,800.  We  have  the  largest  drain 
tile  works  in  the  State,  and  their  product  is  greatly  appreciated  by 
farmers  in  every  direction.  This  is  also  true  of  our  artificial  stone  and 
seioerage  pipe  manufactories,  and  their  total  business  last  year  amounted 
to  $70,125.  Clays  have  also  been  tested  which  proved  unexcelled 
for  the  manufacture  of  mineral  paints.  It  is  a  well-known  geological 
fact  that  where  bituminous  coal  exists  in  any  quantity  there  is  almost 
sure  to  be  found  in  the  upper  strata,  near  the  surface,  excellent  clay, 
suitable  for  the  finer  grades  of  brick  and  terra  cotta  manufacture.  Ac¬ 
tual  experiment  has  shown  that  all  around  our  city,  near  the  surface  of 
the  ground,  there  exists  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  this  clay.  Parties 
who  have  made  the  ceramic  arts  their  study  for  years,  in  the  interest  of 
terra  cotta  manufacture,  and  have  visited  all  the  leading  establishments 
of  Europe,  where  clay  is  manipulated  for  manufacturing  purposes,  say 
our  clays  seem  peculiarly  fitted  for  this  work,  and  tests  prove  them  of  a 
better  quality  than  the  European  clays,  in  some  localities  imported  to 
manufacture  the  finer  grades  of  pressed  brick,  terra  cotta  and  fancy 
pottery  wares.  There  is  no  article  that  can  be  manufactured  in  our  city 
which  will  do  more  to  help  make  it  a  beautiful  city,  and  at  the  same 
time  yield  a  better  profit  for  the  capital,  skill  and  energy  expended,  than 
the  manufacture  of  the  finer  grades  of  brick,  terra  cotta  pottery  and 
the  other  ceramic  arts;  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  Des  Moines  of 
the  future  should  not  be  as  noted  for  its  pressed  brick  as  is  Philadel¬ 
phia  or  Baltimore.  Already  several  of  our  most  extensive  brick  manu¬ 
facturers  have  made  arrangements  to  manufacture  an  immense  number 
of  pressed  and  fire  hrick  during  the  coming- season,  for  the  convenience 
of  the  contractors  of  our  city. 
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SANDS. 

Des  Moines  has  sufficient  inducements  for  capital  and  skill  to  test  the 
virtues  of  sand  found  in  this  vicinity.  By  actual  test  this  sand  has 
proved  capable  of  making  glass  of  a  more  brilliant  whiteness  than  the 
sand  brought  from  other  States.  This  sand  is  found  in  large  deposits 
near  the  city.  The  quality  being  unexcelled  and  the  quantity  inex¬ 
haustible  should  certainly  be  sufficient  to  induce  a  large  establishment 
for  the  manufacture  of  glassware  in  the  near  future.  Our  sands — 
lying  in  great  bars  along  the  rivers — are  one  of  the  most  necessary 
requisites  for  the  manufacture  of  artificial  stone  and  mortar  for  building 
purposes. 

OUR  MANUFACTORIES. 

We  enumerate  the  leading  manufactories,  but  many  other  industries 
are  doing  very  profitable  business  and  making  notable  advancement: 

Flouring  Mills. — While  we  ask  home  patronage  for  all  our  mechanics 
and  manufacturers,  we  especially  claim  the  same  for  our  millers.  Our 
mills  hava  incurred  the  expense  of  obtaining  as  good  machinery  for 
cleaning  wheat  and  for  manufacturing  flour  as  any  in  any  State  in  the 
Union.  And  they  make  as  good  winter  or  spring  wheat  flour,  either  by 
new  or  old  process,  as  any  other.  Let  us  as  a  city  establish  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  firmly  supporting  our  home  manufacturers,  and  soon  all  depart¬ 
ments  will  be  largely  represented  among  us. 

Oat  Meal  3Iills. — One  of  the  most  important  industries  of  Des  Moines 
is  the  manufacture  of  oat  meal.  The  oat  meal  manufactured  here  is  of 
the  very  best  quality,  and  that  it  is  fully  appreciated  is  evinced  by  the 
fact  that  their  works  are  in  operation  both  day  and  night,  to  keep  pace 
with  their  orders.  They  have  recently  erected  an  elevator  with  capacity 
for  280,000  bushels,  along  the  south  side  of  which  runs  a  side-track  of 
the  C.,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.R.,  which  greatly  facilitates  the  handling  of  grain. 

Hominy  3IiUs. — There  is  no  better  hominy  than  that  produced  by  our 
justly  celebrated  mills.  They  have  the  exclusive  home  trade,  and  the 
demand  from  abroad  is  constantly  increasing. 

Glucose  Works. — Our  Glucose  Company  have  a  structure  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  feet  long  by  one  hundred  feet  wide.  The  building  is  of 
brick,  three  stories  high,  and  very  substantially  built.  These  works  are 
as  finely  finished  as  any  in  the  United  States.  With  prosperity  to  this 
enterprise  comes  a  certain  degree  to  Des  Moines.  The  company  have 
increased  facilities  in  their  new  building,  the  capacity  of  which  is  2,500 
bushels  of  corn  per  day.  There  are  two  distinct  departments  in  the 
building,  the  starch  department  and  the  glucose  department.  Either  of 
these  can  be  run  separately,  the  one  for  the  manufacture  of  glucose  and 
syrups  and  the  other  for  the  manufacture  of  laundry  and  corn  starch. 
The  company  are  also  preparing  to  make  sugar  and  syrup  from  amber 
cane.  They  intend  to  furnish  farmers  with  the  cane  seed  in  order  to 
stimulate  its  cultivation.  Amber  cane  is  the  best  and  most  valuable  of 
canes  for  either  sugar  or  syrup.  The  juice  that  will  make  one  gallon  of 
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amber  syrup  will  make  8^  pounds  of  sugar  and  2f  pounds  of  uncrystal¬ 
lized  syrup. 

We  also  have  encowragement  for  the  establishment  of  a  Beet  Sugar 
Manufactory  in  ])es  Moines  during  the  coming  season.  This  sugar  is 
of  a  most  brilliant  whiteness,  true,  firm  crystals,  and  superior  sweetness. 
It  is  a  well  established  fact  that  the  sucros  of  beets  exceeds  that  of  all 
other  vegetables,  and  as  they  are  easily  grown  and  their  yield  wonderfully 
prolific,  we  can  expect  an  article  of  their  manufacture  here  to  be  of 
unrivaled  quality,  and  one  that  will  fully  meet  the  demand  for  a  pure 
sugar  of  home  manufacture,  and  the  source  of  profitable  industry  to 
Des  Moines. 

Starch  Factory. — An  Eastern  company  has  lately  secured  forty  acres 
of  ground  and  is  erecting  a  building  80  by  280  feet,  six  stories  high, 
and  two  other  large  buildings;  also  an  elevator  with  capacity  for  150,000 
bushels  of  grain.  They  will  use  at  least  3,500  bushels  of  corn  daily. 
It  will  exceed  the  capacity  of  any  like  manufactory  west  of  New  York, 
and  be  ready  for  operation  the  coming  season.  The  company  has  abun¬ 
dant  capital,  and  will  operate  and  increase  its  works  according  to  the 
demands  of  trade,  however  large  they  may  be.  Undoubtedly  this  is  one 
of  the  greatest  acquisitions  Des  Moines  can  have. 

Cracker  Manufacturers. — All  kinds  of  crackers  are  manufactured,  by 
two  factories,  in  Des  Moines,  extensively  for  the  trade.  No  goods  of  the 
kind  ever  sold  excelled  them,  and  they  are  becoming  more  and  more  popu¬ 
lar  at  home  and  elsewhere,  as  they  are  introduced. 

Iron  Works. — In  making  an  enumeration  of  our  manufacturing  inter¬ 
ests,  among  the  most  important  are  our  iron  works.  This  branch  of 
business  has  been  constantly  increasing.  The  trade  has  made  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  every  capacity  necessary,  and  they  have  made  additions  of  the 
most  approved  machinery  for  iron  working.  Our  iron  manufacturers 
ship  machinery  to  all  parts  of  the  West. 

Plow  Manufactories. — We  have  several  plow  factories  in  our  city,  but 
they  are  able  to  supply  the  demands  of  the  trade  in  this  vicinity  to  a 
limited  extent  only.  Their  plows  are  of  the  best  quality  of  material  and 
workmanship,  and  well  adapted  to  our  soil.  They  also  manufacture 
sulky  plows,  cultivators,  harrows,  check-rower  attachments  to  corn 
planters,  and  other  improved  agricultural  implements  of  most  approved 
patterns. 

Barbed  Wire  Factories. — Among  the  largest  and  most  noted  indus¬ 
tries  of  our  city  is  the  manufacture  of  barbed  wire  for  fencing  purposes. 
There  is  one  establishment  located  here  which  has  manufactured  50,000 
pounds  in  a  single  week.  The  sales  last  year  amounted  to  $183,600. 

Wagon  and  Carriage  Factories. — Des  Moines  has  several  houses  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  branch  of  manufacture,  and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  say¬ 
ing  that  their  work  is  first  class  in  every  respect.  The  finest  carriages 
upon  our  streets  are  made  by  Des  Moines  workmen.  Our  firms  manu¬ 
facture  first-class  farm  and  spring  wagons  and  buggies,  and  all  sorts  of 
vehicles,  from  a  phaeton  to  a  heavy  transfer  wagon. 
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Scale  Works. — Another  of  our  institutions  for  the  manufacture  of 
articles  too  long  imported  is  the  Scale. Works.  Their  specialty  is  the 
manufacture  of  standard  farm  scales,  which  for  accuracy  and  durability 
are  not  excelled  by  any  received  here  from  Eastern  markets.  We  find  in 
their  large  buildings  every  facility  for  the  manufacture  of  scales  in  first- 
class  style,  and  they  are  turning  out  work  that  is  a  credit  to  home  indus¬ 
try.  In  addition  to  farm  scales  they  manufacture  railroad  track,  hay^ 
coal,  stock,  hopper,  miners’  and  portable  warehouse  scales. 

Tlnf^are  Manuf act urers . — Our  Des  Moines  manufacturers  in  this  line 
aggregated,  in  sales,  last  year,  $174,000.  This  industry  in  Des  Moines 
is  unrivaled  by  any  other  city  west  of  Chicago,  especially  for  workman¬ 
ship  and  quality  of  goods,  and  during  the  coming  season  it  will  have 
increased  facilities. 

File  Works. — We  have  works  which  manufacture  files  exclusively. 
The  material  used  is  the  best  Ames  steel.  They  are  constantly  filling 
orders  for  jobbers  in  all  directions.  The  works  are  operated  by  steam 
power,  and  have  a  large  capacity. 

Linseed  Oil  3Iills. — The  sale  of  flax  seed  in  this  vicinity  last  year 
was  over  300,000  bushels.  We  have  two  linseed  oil  mills,  which  have 
a  capacity  for  working  five  hundred  bushels  per  day,  and  manufacture 
nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  gallons  of  oil  per  annum. 
They  also  ship  thousands  of  bushels  of  seed  to  Eastern  markets.  ^  The 
residue  of  the  seed  is  majiufactured  into  oil-cake,  and  is  principally  shipped 
to  foreign  markets.  This  industry  is  constantly  increasing,  and  it  is 
expected  that  a  greater  amount  of  seed  will  be  raised  and  ground  this 
year.  It  provides  a  market  for  one  of  the  most  profitable  crops  the 
farmer  can  raise,  and  furnishes  employment  for  a  large  number  of 
hands. 

Iron  Cornice  Manufacturers. — There  are  two  factories  manufacturing 
iron  cornice  in  our  city,  and  their  work  stands  unsurpassed — an  evidence 
of  which  is  the  cornice  work  on  the  principal  edifices  of  our  city. 

Slate  Roofing. — The  Des  Moines  slate  roofers  are  unrivaled  Por  their 
artistic  and  beautiful  work.  Many  of  our  public  buildings  and  finest 
residences  are  roofed  with  slate. 

Planing  Mills. — The  manufacture  of  sash,  doors,  blinds,  stairs,  etc., 
has  three  large  representatives  in  Des  Moines.  In  one,  over  fifty 
thousand  doors  are  made  annually,  and  this  is  a  small  item  to  the  gross 
amount  of  manufactured  goods.  They  send  invoices  to  every  part  of 
Iowa,  and  into  many  of  our  Western  States  and  Territories,  and  employ 
over  one  hundred  men. 

Pump  Factories. — We  have  two  factories,  one  for  the  manufacture  of 
wooden  and  the  other  iron  pumps.  Their  goods  are  of  excellent  quality, 
and  the  demand  for  them  is  constantly  increasing.  The  aggregate  sales 
for  1880  were  $26,000. 

Creameries  and  Cheese  Factories. — The  creamery  business  has  sprung 
up  with  such  sudden  advancement  and  gained  such  wonderful  propor¬ 
tions  that  we  cannot  easily  comprehend  its  magnitude.  There  is  hardly 
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any  direction  but  you  can  find  a  creamery  adjacent  to  Des  Moines, 
and  two  of  the  largest  in  central  Iowa  are  located  within  our  city  limits. 
We  have  no  large  cheese  factory  in  this  vicinity,  although  there  is  cheese 
manufactured  of  excellent  quality,  and  the  demand  and  necessaries  for 
its  manufacture  far  exceed  the  product. 

Spice  Mills. — In  proof  of  the  extensive  trade  done  in  Des  Moines  in 
this  business,  we  call  attention  to  the  mills  which  represent  this  indus¬ 
try  in  our  city.  It  is  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  all  that  we  can  claim 
for  every  branch  of  their  business  all  the  latest  and  best  methods 
of  manufacture  known,  thus  bringing  their  products  to  unquestionable 
perfection.  Baking  powder  is  manufactured  by  these  mills,  which  has 
been  pronounced  by  the  highest  authority,  from  practical  tests,  to  be  of 
the  highest  standard  of  quality  in  the  market. 

Breweries. — Our  breweries  are  four  in  number,  in  addition  to  which 
there  is  to  be  another  built  the  coming  season.  They  supply  the 
entire  trade  of  this  vicinity  and  many  points  along  the  railroads.  Their 
aggregate  sales  for  last  year  amounted  to  $176,100. 

Distilleries. — We  have  but  one  distillery,  whose  capacity  is  about 
5,000  gallons  of  alcohol  per  day.  They  have  accommodations  for  and 
feed  from  one  to  two  thousand  head  of  cattle  each  season.  They  manu¬ 
factured  over  500,000  gallons  of  alcohol  last  year. 

Tanneries. — Among  the  many  varieties  of  productive  iridustry  of  par¬ 
ticular  value  to  the  city  is  our  tannery.  The  company  are  constantly 
increasing  their  facilities,  as  the  business  is  rapidly  enlarging.  They 
provide  a  home  market  for  hides  and  pelts  equally  as  good  as  the  East¬ 
ern  shipments.  Their  articles  of  manufacture  are  first-class. 

Steam  Dye  Works. — We  have  two  steam  dying  establishments,  which  are 
prepared  to  do  coloring  in* all  its  details.  In  addition  to  their  extensive 
custom  work  they  do  a  large  business  in  re-coloring  shelf  goods  for  mer¬ 
chants  and  milliners. 

Cigar  Manufactories. — It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  our  cigar  manu¬ 
facturers’  brands  are  equal  to  any  made  in  the  West,  and  their  trade, 
which  is  constantly  increasing,  amounted  last  year  to  the  sum  of 
$380,400. 

Confectionery  Manufactories. — Des  Moines  has  two  manufactories 
making  all  of  the  most  celebrated  candies  and  confections  which  are 
being  used,  and  have  increasing  orders  from  every  direction. 

Soap  Factories. — No  article  manufactured  has  a  more  ready  and  sure 
sale  than  soap,  and  the  product  of  our  two  soap  factories  has  rapidly  grown 
in  public  favor,  as  is  evinced  by  the  large  orders  constantly  received  by 
them.  They  manufacture  linen,  laundry,  castile,  glycerine,  cocoanut, 
and  various  other  toilet  soaps,  and  the  trade  pronounce  them  as  good  as 
any  like  articles  sold.  With  their  present  machinery  they  can  manufac¬ 
ture  about  eight  tons  per  week. 

Churns  and  Butter  Workers. — No  better  goods,  in  ihis  line,  can  be 
found  anywhere  than  are  manufactured  in  Des  Moines.  This  industry 
is  one  of  importance,  and  the  manufacturers  are  increasing  their  facili- 
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ties  to  meet  their  constantly  growing  trade,  which  is  extending  in  every 
direction. 

Trunks  and  Paper  Boxes. — This  industry  has  been  but  recently  es¬ 
tablished  in  our  city,  but  from  the  first-class  goods  they  are  sending  out, 
and  the  demand  there  is  for  such  goods,  we  predict  that  in  the  near 
future  Des  Moines  will  have  one  of  the  largest  and  best  trunk  and  paper 
box  facto] ics  in  the  country. 


BUSINESS. 

Des  Moines  has  rapidly  yet  substantially  grown  into  prominence  as  one 
of  the  leading  cities  of  the  West.  Her  progress  has  of  late  been  most 
marked  in  the  direction  of  wholesale  trade  and  manufactures,  all  of 
which  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Xew  factories  are  springing  up, 
and  all  have  orders  from  home  and  abroad  for  their  fullest  capacity. 
Surplus  labor  is  finding  employment,  and  new  enterprises  are  entered 
into  with  characteristic  American  energy.  The  principal  business  of  the 
city  is  transacted  on  the  level  lands  on  each  side  the  Des  Moines  river. 
A  great  volume  of  traffic  is  carried  on  here,  and  Des  Moines  merchants 
do  a  large  and  remunerative  business.  Who  can  tell  of  the  future  pro¬ 
ducts  of  our  city?  What  their  aggregate  and  what  their  wealth? 
What  better  location  for  manufacturing  enterprises  can  capital  desire  ? 
Here,  also,  is  the  confluence  of  the  Des  Moines  and  Raccoon  rivers, 
affording  ample  water  power.  There  is  an  unusual  unanimity  of  pride 
and  ambition  here,  and  every  citizen  congratulates  himself  that  he  is  a 
resident  of  Des  3Ioines.  It  is  plain  that  this  city  is  to  be  a  commercial 
as  well  as  a  railway  and  manufacturing  center.  There  has  never  been  a 
period  in  the  history  of  Des  Moines,  when  business  men  in  such  large 
numbers  have  come  within  our  borders,  many  establishing  large  indus¬ 
tries,  and  many  more  expecting  to  locate  here  as  soon  as  time  and  cir¬ 
cumstances  will  permit.  In  view  of  the  many  railroads  which  now  enter 
Des  Moines,  and  of  those  which  will  be  completed  to  this  point  during 
the  ensuing  year,  we  are  led  to  inquire  the  reason  for  this  desire  on  the 
part  of  so  many  railroad  companies  to  reach  our  city.  Is  it  not  because 
of  our  location  in  the  center  of  the  most  productive  area  on  the  con¬ 
tinent,  and  in  one  of  the  best  stock-raising  and  grain-producing  regions  of 
the  world,  and  on  the  line  of  the  great  continental  thoroughfares?  With 
the  rapid  growth  which  Des  Moines  has  made  in  the  past  few  years,  and 
with  the  many  iron  arms  extending  in  almost  every  direction,  reaching 
out  for  the  trade  not  only  of  Iowa,  but  of  the  entire  Northwest,  for  whole¬ 
saling  goods  and  distributing  manufactured  products,  may  we  not  con¬ 
gratulate  ourselves  that  the  business  men,  throughout  the  regions  tribu¬ 
tary  to  our  city,  rejoice  with  our  enterprising  business  men,  that  Des 
Moines  is  to  be  the  commercial  center  of  the  Northwest  ?  Business  in 
Des  Moines  rests  upon  a  solid,  healthful  basis,  the  trade  aggregating  tens 
of  millions  of  dollars  annually,  and  rapidly  increasing.  The  immense 
trade  which  centers  here  is  supported  by  the  country  for  hundreds  of 
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miles  in  extent,  reaching  out  into  the  territories  beyond.  It  is  true  that 
there  must  be  a  great  comAiercial  center  somewhere  in  this  vicinity,  and 
we  are  far  enough  from  Chicago  and  Cincinnati  on  the  east;  St.  Louis 
or  Kansas  City,  south;  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  or  Milwaukee,  north,  with 
no  intervening  competing  points,  and  the  entire  West  and  Northwest 
tributary  to  make  this  the  favored  spot;  and  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  ])es  IMoines,  as  a  great  railway  center,  manufacturing  and  commer- 
oial  city,  will  be  numbered  with  those  cities  whose  population  is  counted 
with  the  first  cities  in  the  Union. 

THE  city’s  trade. 

Our  mercantile  transactions  are  assuming  immense  proportions — neces¬ 
sitating  the  employment  of  extra  capital  and  labor. 


BUSINESS  STATISTICS. 


Agricultural  implements . I 

Alcohol  (wholesale) . 

Apples  (wholesale) . 

Barbed  wire . 

Beer . 

Blacksmiths . 

Bookbinding . 

Books  and  stationery . 

Boots  and  shoes . 

Bottling  works  (soda,  mineral  wa¬ 
ter)  . . 

Breweries . 

Butter  and  eggs . 

•Carpets  and  oil  cloths . 

Clothing . 

Cigars  and  tobacco . 

Coal  and  coke . 

Commission  goods . 

Confectionery . 

Crockery  and  glassware . . 

Drugs  (wholesale) . 

Druggists  (retail) . 

Dry  Goods . 

Flour  and  feed . 

Furniture . 

Grain  dealers . 

Grocers  (retail) . 

Grocers  (wholesale) . 

Gunsmiths . . 

Harness  and  saddlery . 

Hardware  and  stoves . 

Hardware  (wholesale) . . 

Hats,  caps  and  furs . 

Hides  and  Tallow  (wholesale) . 

TOTAL . . 


895,000 

480,800 

164,000 

280,000 

295.500 
87,900 
58,000 

578,900 

345,000 

40.700 
176,100 

374.500 
185,440 
215,0«0 
380,400 

1,055,850 

46,000 

158.500 
175,000 
370,000 

155.300 

801.300 
624.000 
580,000 

1,500,000 

1,469,000 

1,800,000 

15,370 

93,500 

210,000 

477,000 

35.700 
290,000 


Hotels .  250,f  00 

Ice .  95,004 

Jewelers .  69,000 

Leather  and  shoe  findings  (whole¬ 
sale)  .  45,000 

Lumber . 1,575,000 

Meat  markets .  129,000 

Millinery .  487,000 

Notions  (wholesale) .  430,800 

Oils  (wholesale) . ■. ..  195,100 

Pianos  and  organs .  395.000 

Pickles  and  vinegar  (wholesale)  ...  22,600 

Pottery  wares .  68,000 

Pork  and  lard .  2,456,000 

Pumps  and  lightning  rods .  •  35,000 

Paper  (wholesale) .  265,000 

Rendering  works  (wholesale) .  55,000 

Saddlery  hardware .  95,000 

Sash,  doors  and  blinds  (wholesale).  187,400 

School  furniture .  35,000 

Seeds .  67,600 

Sewing  machines .  87.585 

Soap  (wholesale) .  28,800 

Second  hand  goods .  77,000 

Spices  and  baking  powder  (whole¬ 
sale)  .  55,300 

Syrup  and  glucose  (wholesale)  ....  121,812 

Tinware  (wholesale) .  174.400 

Transfer  companies .  103,600 

Undertaking .  18,950 

Wall  paper .  387,000 

Wines  and  liquors  (wholesale) .  120,740 

Woolen  mills .  50,000 


$21,367,497 


V 

BUSINESS— WHOLESALE  AND  JOBBING. 


Agricultural  implements . $  327,500 

Alcohol .  480,000 

Apples .  164,000 

Barbed  wire .  190,300 

Beer .  176,100 

Books  and  stationery .  421,400 

Boots  and  shoes . . . 143,500 

Brick .  103,500 

Brooms . 22,500 

Butter  and  eggs .  274,500 


Carpets  and  oil  cloths .  45,000 

China,  glass  and  queensware .  58,500 

Cigars  and  tobacco .  280,000 

Clothing .  55,800 

Coal  and  coke .  856,000 

Confectionery .  98,500 

Crackers .  38,700 

Drugs .  370,000 

Dry  goods .  153,000 

Flour  and  feed .  397,000 
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Furniture .  373,;I00 

Oroceries .  1,800,000 

Hardware .  477,000 

Harness  and  saddlery  hardware, ....  85,000 

Hides,  pelts  and  furs .  290,<  00 

Leather  and  shoe  findings .  37,000 

Lumber .  89.5,00) 

Millinery  and  fancy  goods .  237,000 

Notions  and  fancy  goods .  330,800 

Oils .  19.5,100 

Paper . . .  2(50,000 

Pianos  and  organs  .  212,0(X) 

TOTAL  . 


Pickles  and  vinegar .  22,000 

Pork  and  lard .  2,456, (XX) 

Pottery  wares  .  61,800 

Rendering  works .  55,000 

Soap .  28,800 

Spices  and  baking  powder .  55,.300 

Syrup  and  glucose .  21,812 

Tinware .  174,4(X) 

Wall  paper .  287,(XX) 

Wines  and  liquors .  120,740 

Woolens  and  flannels .  50. OCX) 


.«512,15‘^5,453 


BUSINESS  SUMMARY. 


Manufacturing .  . $9,431,630 

Wholesale  trade . 12,325,452 

Retail  trade, .  9,042,045 

Grain  and  produce . 2,665,100 


Coal  trade  . . . . 
Improvements 
Pork  packing. 


1,055,850 

2,259,039 

2,456,000 


Grain  and  Produce. — It  is  impossible  to  give  full  statistics  of  this 
great  exchange  in  our  city.  Hundreds  of  farmers  come  here  and  send 
their  products  direct  to  Eastern  markets  by  the  car  load.  The  figures 
shown  in  the  summary  below  are  given  by  dealers  alone. 


GRAIN  AND  PRODUCE  EXCHANGE. 


Apples . S  164,0(X) 

Butter  and  eggs . 349,(XX) 

Flour  and  feed .  624,000 

Grain .  . .  1,587, 0(X) 

Hominy .  15,600 

Oat  meal . 100,0(X) 


TOTAL 


$2,839,600 


The  corn  used  by  our  glucose  and  alcohol  establishments  is  not 
included  in  the  above  estimate,  and  would  amount  to  $150,000,  and  this 
year,  from  the  increased  facilities  of , the  factories  already  located  here, 
as  well  as  the  starch  works  and  new  alcohol  works  to  be  in  operation,  the 
daily  consumption  of  corn  will  amount  to  an  increase  of  at  least  12,000 
bushels. 

Pork  Packing. — Des  Moines  being  favorably  situated,  and  having 
good  railroad  facilities  for  receiving  as  well  as  for  sending  their  product 
East  and  South,  has  no  rival  in  the  West  in  facilities  for  pork  packing. 
The  city  ranks  among  the  most  extensive  pork  packing  cities  in  the 
Union,  and  our  establishments  equal  in  extent  and  capacity  some  of  the 
largest  houses  in  the  country.  The  close  of  the  last  packing  season 
showed  a  total  of  nearly  300,000  hogs  packed.  The  packing  will  con¬ 
tinue  throughout  the  summer,  their  immense  ice  houses  being  filled, 
preparatory  to  the  summer’s  work. 

Lumber  Trade. — The  great  number  of  cities  and  towns  which  have 
sprung  up  in  all  directions  about  us,  and  add  the  enormous  outlay  yearly 
required  for  our  city  improvements;  and  then  note  that  our  dealers  are 
the  principle  means  through  which  to  secure  the  materials  for  these 
great  improvements,  and  you  will  then  have  some  idea  of  the  greatness 
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of  our  city’s  lumber  trade.  The  sales  last  year,  wholesale  and  retail, 
amounted  to  $1,575,000. 

Wholesale  Groceries. — The  fast-increasing  and  far-extending  trade 
of  our  wholesale  grocers  is  mainly  due  to  increased  demand  caused  by 
a  larger  territory  receiving  supplies  from  Des  Moines.  There  are  four 
wholesale  houses  which  aggregate  about  $2,000,000  worth  sold  in  1880, 
and  our  trade  in  this  line  far  exceeds  that  of  any  other  city  in  the  State. 
There  is  a  gradual  increase  of  home  productions  used  in  the  grocery  line 
in  Des  Moines.  We  have  one  of  the  largest  amber  cane  syrup  and  sugar 
refineries,  a  starch  factory,  vinegar  and  pickle  works,  soap  manufac¬ 
tories,  creameries,  smoked  meat  establishments,  etc.,  and  each  year  records 
more  home-produced  goods  handled,  as  their  business  takes  gigantic 
strides  forward. 

Wholesale  Furniture. — Prominent  among  the  most  successful  busi¬ 
ness  houses  of  the  capital  city  are  the  wholesale  and  retail  furniture 
establishments.  They  rank  among  our  most  capacious  business  blocks, 
and  most  enterprising  and  able  business  men. 

The  Wholesale  Millinery  interests  of  our  city  are  represented  by  a 
number  of  well  established  houses  whose  business  is  constantly  increas¬ 
ing.  Their  sales  for  last  year  amounted  to  $237,000. 

Wholesale  Notions. — These  firms  are  composed  of  practical,  energetic 
business  men,  who  are  ever  on  the  alert  to  enlarge  the  ever-increasing 
circle  which  bounds  their  trade.  Last  year  their  sales  aggregated 
$330,000. 

Wholesale  Druggists.— The  stock  they  carry  is  so  complete  that  they  can 
fill  orders  of  a  large  and  varied  description  without  delay.  Their  aggre¬ 
gate  sales  last  year  amounted  to  $370,000. 

Wholesale  Dry  Goods — The  country  opened  up  in  the  Northwest  is 
rich  in  farm  lands,  whose  productiveness  is  but  just  becoming  known;  a 
greatly  increased  influx  of  population  may  be  confidently  expected.  This 
presents  new  fields  and  large  opportunities  to  the  Des  Moines  wholesale 
trade.  Within  the  past  few  months  Des  Moines  has  received,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  various  other  business  houses,  two  wholesale  dry  goods  establish¬ 
ments. 

Boots  and  Shoes,  Wholesale. — Des  Moines  has  two  wholesale  boot  and 
shoe  houses,  each  of  which  is  doing  a  thriving  business.  The  extent 
of  their  trade  includes  most  of  and  is  rapidly  extending'throughout  the 
West.  Their  sales  last  year  aggregated  $245,000. 

Wholesale  Saddlery  and  Leather. — Our  wholesale  saddlery  and  har¬ 
ness  establishments  are  a  credit  to  Des  Moines.  They  handle  first-class 
goods  and  are  controlled  by  men  of  unquestioned  integrity. 

Seeds,  Wholesale. — Last  year’s  record  shows  the  total  amount  for 
seeds  sold,  at  wholesale,  to  be  $67,000.  We  have  but  one  general  seed 
house,  most  of  whose  seeds  have  been  grown  in  this  immediate  vicinity, 
and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  coming  year  to  enter  more 
largely  into  this  branch  of  the  business,  that  their  patrons  may  rely  upon 
obtaining  fresh  seeds  which  are  absolutely  pure. 
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Wholesale  Jewelry. — Des  Moines  has  recently  added  to  her  wholesale 
trade  a  jewelry  establishment,  which  is  prominent  among  the  dealer^  of 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  as  well  as  Iowa. 

Transportation  Companies. — We  have  four  very  able  and  well  disci¬ 
plined  transfer  lines,  that  handle  the  immense  amount  of  freight  to 
and  from  the  business  houses  and  manufactories  and  the  railroad  freight 
depots. 

Omnibus  Line. — No  better  line  of  omnibuses  can  be  found  in  any 
part  of  the  country  than  in  our  city.  They  are  always  at  the  depots  at 
the  arrival  and  departure  of  trains,  day  or  night,  to  take  passengers  to 
any  part  of  the  city.  They  have  kept  pace  with  the  city’s  progress  in 
furnishing  transportation  accommodations  for  all  occasions. 

Ice  Companies. — Besides  thousands  of  tons  put  up  by  our  pork  pack¬ 
ers,  brewers,  and  other  immense  consumers,  we  have  two  companies  that 
deliver  ice  to  any  part  of  the  city,  and  fill  orders  by  car  loads  to  cities 
east  and  south.  The  ice  which  forms  on  our  rivers  is  very  clear  and 
solid,  and  from  one  to  two  feet  in  thickness.  The  sales  last  year  ' 
amounted  to  $75,000. 

HOTELS. 

No  better  index  to  the  prosperity,  progress  and  enterprise  of  a  city 
can  be  found  than  in  the  character  of  its  hotels.  A  large  percentage 
of  Americans  reside  either  permanently  or  temporarily  in  hotels,  which 
are  justly  regarded  as  the  temporary  homes  of  the  traveling  public. 
Des  Moines  is  noted  for  her  fine  hotels,  whose  accommodations  excel 
those  of  any  other  city  in  the  State,  and  they  are  finished  in  a  more  elegant 
style,  while  their  tables  are  celebrated  for  presenting  all  the  luxuries 
the  market  affords.  The  locations,  accessibility  and  excellent  man¬ 
agement  have  brought  them  a  reputation  and  popularity  second  to  none 
in  the  State.  But  our  hotel  facilities,  unusual  as  they  are,  are  no  more 
than  we  need  for  our  daily  business  as  a  city,  and  we  are  not  at  all 
times  able  to  furnish  good  hotel  accommodations  to  all  comers,  for  with 
the  numerous  railroads  centering  here,  rendering  the  city  accessible 
from  all  portions  of  the  State,  State  meetings  of  various  organizations 
are  held  here  in  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  it  often  occurs  that 
several  are  in  session  at  the  same  time,  and  our  hotels  are  inadequate  at 
such  times  to  furnish  accommodations  to  all  who  come.  Already  en¬ 
largements  and  improvements  to  our  hotels  are  in  progress,  and  another 
large  first-class  hotel,  to  supply  the  demands  of  the  traveling  public,  we 
understand,  is  to  be  erected  during  the  coming  season. 

DES  MOINES  AS  A  HOME. 

Des  Moines  is  at  present  fostering  a  spirit  of  public  improvements 
unparalleled  in  its  history  of  a  quarter  of  a  century.  If  any  person 
will  take  the  pleasure  to  ride  into  the  residence  portion  of  our  city,  he 
will  be  surprised  at  the  evidences  of  growth  and  permanent  prosperity 
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everywhere  abounding.  More  good,  substantial  residences  have  been 
completed  during  the  last  twelve  months  than  ever  before  in  the  same 
pertod.  Our  climate,  healthful  as  it  is,  is  productive  of  energy  and 
enthusiasm.  We  have  an  exhilarating  atmosphere,  and  our  citizens  are 
possessed  of  health  and  vigor.  This  is  one  of  the  greatest  induce¬ 
ments  that  win  strangers  to  settle  here  for  a  permanent,  healthful  home. 
Wheie  but  three  years  ago  was  only  a  lonely  forest,  to-day  stand  fine 
brick  and  frame  residences.  On  every  resident  street  you  can  find  homes 
worth  from  $10,000  to  $25,000  each,  while  those  valued  at  $5,000  can 
be  seen  on  almost  every  square. 

Our  residences  have  increased  from  a  few  hundred  to  over  five  thou¬ 
sand  within  the  last  decade.  Our  public  school  buildings  now  number 
eight,  and  afford  room  for  five  thousand  pupils.  These  buildings  are  of 
brick,  of  elegant  and  commodious  character,  having  all  the  modern  im¬ 
provements.  There  are  in  the  t;ity  about  eight  thousand  children  of 
school  age,  and  over  60  per  cent  of  them  are  enrolled.  In  addition  to 
•  those  we  have  private  schools  for  all  classes  and  ages,  and  for  those 
wishing  to  prepare  for  business.  These  schools  and  colleges  have  an  at¬ 
tendance  of  over  seven  hundred  pupils. 

Our  facilities,  too,  for  all  entertainments,  whether  concerts,  lectures, 
operas  or  theaters,  are  most  complete,  having  elegant  anditoriums, 
with  all  the  usual  and  required  appointments  afforded  in  the  largest 
cities,  with  capacity  to  accommodate  over  5,000  persons.  Thus,  with 
our  churches,  some  thirty  in  number,  most  of  which  have  elegant  and 
commodious  edifices  of  worship,  our  schools,  our  pleasant  homes  and  our 
social  advantages,  we  invite  all  to  come.  Homes  are  rapidly  covering  our 
hills  and  adding  to  the  beauty  and  wealth  of  the  place.  Each  new  resi¬ 
dence  improves  those  preceding,  and  in  all  elements,  material,  social,  edu¬ 
cational  and  otherwise,  the  city  was  never  more  prosperous.  Every 
industry  centering  in  Des  Moines  is  marked  by  increasing  activity. 
Situated  as  she  is,  and  supported  by  so  rich  a  country,  the  most  sanguine 
anticipations  of  her  citizens  will  be  realized. 

REAL  ESTATE. 

Our  real  estate  changes  are  marked  and  astonishing.  The  advance¬ 
ment  in  values  during  the  last  few  years  has  been  great.  There  are  num¬ 
berless  inviting  locations  surrounded  by  native  groves,  overlooking  beau¬ 
tiful  streams,  or  the  business  portions  of  the  city,  for  residences;  and 
lots,  though  in  great  demand,  can  be  obtained  at  reasonable  rates  in  a 
desirable  location  for  business  or  manufacturing  purposes. 

CHURCHES. 

The  virtue  of  the  people  is  as  marked  as  their  intelligence,  which  is 
evidenced  in  the  number  and  efficiency  of  the  churches,  the  number 
and  vigor  of  the  Sabbath-schools,  the  special  attention  given  to  the 
subject  of  temperance,  the  moral  reforms  of  the  times,  and  the  mis- 


DES  MOINES  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 


35 


sionary  and  charitable  movements  of  the  age.  Des  Moines  is  well  sup¬ 
plied  with  churches,  there  being  over  thirty  congregations,  representing 
the  various  Protestant,  Catholic  and  Jewish  denominations,  most  of 
them  having  elegant  and  commodious  edifices  for  worship.  The  church 
buildings  are  valued  at  $350,000,  and  are  capable  of  seating  sixteen 
thousand  persons,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  nearly  ten  thousand. 

COLLEGES  AND  SCHOOLS. 

The  Callanan  College  is  an  educational  institution  which  was'organ- 
ized  here  by  the  munificence  of  Mr.  James  Callanan,  who  donated 
$20,000,  and  other  citizens  who  also  gave  liberal  sums  toward  this  ob¬ 
ject.  The  institution  is  devoted  chiefly  to  the  education  of  young  ladies, 
and  the  boarding  department  will  be  restricted  to  ladies;  however,  provi¬ 
sion  is  made  for  the  preparation  of  young  gentlemen  for  college  or 
business.  The  curriculum  embraces  music,  the  arts,  scientific,  literary 
^nd  classical  courses.  The  college  property  embraces  the  extensive  and 
beautiful  grounds  overlooking  the  city,  and  including  a  charming  view 
of  our  rivers  and  hills  beyond.  Central  and  yet  secluded,  it  is  admira¬ 
bly  adapted  to  the  wants  of  such  an  institution. 

The  Des  Moines  University  is  a  well  founded  institution  of  learn¬ 
ing,  under  the  control  of  the  Baptist  denomination.  It  has  regular 
classical  and  scientific  courses,  and  a  preparatory  department.  It  is  pleas¬ 
antly  situated  on  a  beautiful  elevation.  The  grounds  are  an  excellent 
selection,  the  home  of  a  native  grove,  and  the  position  commands  a 
grand  view  of  the  city  and  surrounding  country. 

Public  Schools. — Des  Moines  has  eight  large,  fine  school  buildings, 
which  cost  over  $400,000,  and  the  ground  they  occupy  over  $100,000 
more.  They  require  sixty-five  teachers,  who  give  instruction  to  more 
than  5,000  children.  The  number  of  children  of  school  age  is  about 
8,000.  This  gives  an  average  (including  one  thousand  in  attendanee  at 
our  colleges,  Catholic  schools,  and  various  other  private  schools)  of  75 
per  cent  of  children  of  school  age  in  attendance. 

Business  Colleges. — A  good,  thorough,  practical  business  education 
is  what  every  person  needs  to  fit  him  for  active  business  life,  and  we 
know  of  no  better  place  to  obtain  it  than  at  either  of  our  Business  Col¬ 
leges.  Book-keeping,  business  arithmetic  and  law,  short-hand  and  teleg¬ 
raphy,  penmanship  and  correspondence  are  all  taught  with  thoroughness. 

Private  Schools. — We  have  several  private  schools  which  have  a  good 
number  of  pupils.  Prominent  among  these  are  two  Catholic  schools, 
St.  Ambrose  and  St.  Francis,  which  have  fine  brick  buildings,  with  all 
modern  improvements,  and  are  centrally  located. 

Music  Schools. — Our  schools  of  music  have  each  a  very  central  loca¬ 
tion,  and. their  directors  are  among  the  most  proficient  in  the  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  musical  study  and  artistic  rendition  in  the  West.  They  are 
all  well  attended,  and  many  pupils  come  from  abroad  to  further  their 
studies  under  the  unexcelled  directions  of  our  Des  Moines  teachers. 
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PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

One  of  the  most  beneficial  and  complete  sources  of  entertain¬ 
ment,  progress  and  culture,  is  alforded  by  the  libraries  of  the  city. 
Here  we  have  our  celebrated  State  Library,  which  ranks  fifth  in 
size  and  importance  among  the  law  libraries  of  the  Union;  and  attorneys 
from  other  States  often  come  or  write  here  for  references.  The  scien¬ 
tific,  historical,  fiction,  biographical  and  record  departments  are  also  well 
filled.  We  have  also  a  well  selected  and  exceptionally  large  city 
library,  in  addition  to  which  is  kept  a  file  of  the  leading  monthly  and 
weekly  magazines,  and  our  city  publications.  The  State  Arsenal  has 
the  Record  Library  of  the  Wars  of  the  United  States,  all  of  which  are 
for  public  reference. 


SOCIETIES  AND  ORDERS. 

Far  above  the  proportion  generally  are  the  benevolent  and  charitable 
societies  and  orders  of  Des  Moines.  They  are  all  strong  organizations, 
and  have  as  a  rule  elegant  and  commodious  halls  for  meetings,  and  accom¬ 
modations  for  large  gatherings.  Quite  a  number  of  the  orders  have 
three  strong,  influential  lodges,  while  nearly  every  society  has  repre¬ 
sentative  bodies. 

HOSPITAL. 

» 

In  this  connection,  we  with  pleasure  state  that,  by  the  charities  of  our 
citizens,  there  is  sustained  and  managed,  very  creditably  to  the  mana¬ 
gers  and  our  city,  an  institution  known  as  the  Cottage  Hospital.  Any 
person  who  is  injured  by  accident,  or  becomes  sick  and  needs  assistance 
in  our  midst  can  there  find  a  home  with  experienced  and  kind  hands  to 
take  care  of  him,  at  the  same  time  receiving  the  best  medical  treat¬ 
ment,  which  is  furnished  the  institution  by  the  members  of  the  Polk 
County  Medical  Association. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  force  consists  of  twenty-six  men,  including  the  Chief.  They  are 
well  equipped,  and  the  hose  houses  have  recently  been  furnished  with 
3,000  feet  of  new  rubber  and  cotton  hose.  The  horses  are  kept  con¬ 
stantly  harnessed,  and  the  drivers  sleep  in  a  room  immediately  above,  in 
which  is  a  gong  that  sounds  by  connection  with  the  telephone.  The 
harness  on  the  horses  is  fastened  everywhere  with  snaps,  so  that  hitch¬ 
ing  up  is  the  work  of  an  instant.  There  were  thirty-four  fire  alarms 
from  January  1,  1880,  to  January  1,  1881.  It  was  a  year  singularly 
fortunate,  as  the  total  loss  amounted  to  the  meagre  sum  of  $6,188.50. 
Much  is  due  to  the  efficiency  of  our  fire  boys  that  the  sum  was  not 
greater.  A  great  many  fire  extinguishers  are  kept  in  conspicuous 
places  in  the  hotels  and  public  buildings,  and  whenever  needed  have 
proved  very  useful.  Our  city  is  well  supplied  with  water  by  the  cele¬ 
brated  Holly  system. 
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BRIDGES. 

TTe  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  we  have  five  iron  bridges,  six  hun¬ 
dred  feet  in  length,  spanning  the  Des  Moines,  and  two  substantial  struc¬ 
tures  brideing  the  Raccoon,  all  of  which  are  free  to  public  travel. 
There  will  also  be  two  new  bridges  built  during  the  present  year,  which 
will  facilitate  travel,  and  make  the  immense  throng  crossing  our  present 
structures  more  scattered,  so  that  farmers  can  enter  the  business  parts 
of  the  city  by  more  direct  roads. 

SIDEWALKS  AND  SEWERAGE. 

In  all  directions  throughout  the  city  you  will  find  convenient,  well 
laid  sidewalks.  Although  generally  built  of  heavy,  solid  pine  lumber, 
many  have  been  taken  up  and  replaced  with  stone  or  concrete.  During 
the  last  year  much  was  done  in  the  way  of  sewerage.  We  have  now 
twice  as  much  of  the  city  sewered  as  any  other  city  of  Iowa  of  its  area. 

CEMETERIES. 

The  Woodland  Cemetery  is  located  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  city; 
is  well  adapted,  gently  undulating  land.  There  are  many  fine  decora¬ 
tions  throughout  the  grounds.  The  Catholic  Cemetery  lies  immediately 
north  of  the  Woodland.  The  Jewish  Cemetery  lies  adjacent  to  the 
northwestern  part  of  Woodland. 

IOWA  STATE  FAIR  GROUNDS. 

The  location  is  at  Brown’s  Park,  one  mile  west  of  the  city  limits.  The 
C.,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.R.  runs  frequent  and  regular  trains  to  the  grounds  dur¬ 
ing  the  Annual  Fair  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society.  The  location  is 
extremely  favorable  for  an  exhibition  of  the  products  of  the  various 
departments  of  agriculture,  and  for  a  full  attendance  of  farmers  from 
every  locality  in  the  State.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
State  Agricultural  Society,  the  Fair  Grounds  are  located  at  a  point 
easily  accessible  from  all  directions,  and  the  unprecedented  attendance 
during  the  last  two  State  Fairs  clearly  indicates  that  the  public  appre¬ 
ciate  the  change.  The  grounds  contain  nearly  one  hundred  acres, 
including  a  natural  lake  covering  three  and  a  half  acres,  which  has  an 
average  depth  of  sixteen  feet.  The  grounds  are  artistically  laid  out 
with  carriage-ways  and  walks  in  good  order,  and  have  ornamental 
entrance  and  exit  gates.  The  buildings  are  ample,  tasteful  and  con¬ 
venient;  water  is  abundant,  there  being  a  system  of  water-works,  with 
a  powerful  engine,  and  pipes  laid  throughout  the  grounds.  The  track 
is  pronounced  by  horsemen  the  best  west  of  Chicago. 

IOWA  STATE  FAIR  AND  STATE  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 

The  Directors  of  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural  Society,  at  their  last  ses^ 
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sion,  decided  to  hold  their  next  Annual  Fair  here,  commencing  September 
5,  1881,  and  continuing  one  week.  The  last  Fair  held  here  was  the 
grandest  exhibition  of  the  products  of  the  soil,  agricultural  implements, 
and  manufactured  products,  and  fine  stock  ever  held  within  our  State. 
The  State  Agricultural  Society  has  been  controlled,  as  a  rule,  by  the 
best  men  and  the  best  minds  in  Iowa;  its  affairs  have  been  conducted 
with  intelligence  and  prudence;  its  annual  volume  of  transactions  has  ac¬ 
complished  a  great  work  toward  inviting  immigration;  it  has  given  wide 
circulation  to  a  knowledge  of  our  resources  to  other  States  and  coun¬ 
tries;  its  compilation  and  preservation  of  statistics,  its  collection  of  the 
products  of  the  field,  and  its  library  are  valuable. 

NEW  CAPITOL. 

The  new  Capitol  edifice  is  a  magnificent  structure.  It  will  require  two 
years  yet  before  it  is  completed.  It  is  built  of  white  stone,  elaborately 
trimmed  and  ornamented;  there  is  a  tower  at  each  corner,  and  a  gigantic 
dome  in  the  center.  The  structure  occupies  a  double  square  in  length, 
reaching  across  one  street,  and  is  surrounded  by  what  will  be  transformed 
into  a  magnificent  park  as  soon  as  the  edifice  is  finished.  Its  cost  will 
be  nearly  three  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  The  interior  will  be 
more  elaborately  decorated  and  elegantly  finished  than  that  of  any  other 
capitol  in  the  Western  States. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

No  city  in  the  West  has  progressed  so  rapidly  in  the  past  few  years, 
and  there  is  none  whose  signs  of  prosperity  are  as  encouraging,  as  Des 
Moines.  In  point  of  natural  and  architectural  beauty  she  can  vie  with 
cities  many  years  her  senior.  The  demand  for  the  products  of  the  mill 
and  factory,  and  the  handiwork  of  our  home  artisans,  is  the  legitimate 
result  of  the  advance  last  year  in  the  prices  paid  for  all  classes  of  pro¬ 
ducts.  Last  year  was  one  of  remarkable  improvement  throughout  the 
resident  portion  of  our  city.  Six  hundred  and  fifty- three  dwellings  were 
erected,  and  a  large  per  cent  of  them  were  of  great  credit  to  our  city. 
In  beauty  of  locations,  architectural  appearance  and  cost  of  erection,  Des 
Moines  ranks  with  any  city  of  twice  her  population  in  the  West.  Yet 
she  is  not  satisfied,  nor  is  she  dormant,  after  the  great  enlargements  of 
1880.  One  contractor  has  already  plans  for  the  coming  season’s  work 
which  will  require  0,000,000  brick,  and  two  others  are  preparing  kilns 
for  5,000,000  for  their  own  work  alone.  We  confidently  expect  1881  to 
exceed  the  hitherto  unequalled  exhibit  of  1880. 

During  the  last  year  the  total  expended  for  public  and  private  im¬ 
provements  amounted  to  $2,244,039.  Another  bridge  (possibly  two)i 
over  the  Des  Moines  river  is  proposed,  which  will  open  up  a  direct  line 
of  trade  with  a  large  and  rich  farming  section  south  of  the  city.  This' 
bridge,  together  with  others  to  be  built  by  our  various  railroad  compa¬ 
nies,  will  be  erected  during  the  year.  The  need  of  more  hotel  accommo 
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dations  for  the  commercial  public,  although  now  the  most  ample 
in  the  State,  has  been  met  by  parties  who  are  intending  this  season 
to  add  extensive  improvements  to  their  hotels,  and  another  very  hand¬ 
some  and  elegantly  equipped  hotel  is  projected  for  1881.  This  will  add 
greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  traveling  public,  who  now  often  find  our 
hotels  in  a  crowded  condition  during  the  sessions  of  the  Legislature, 
and  conventions  and  other  State  gatherings,  which  are  becoming  more 
frequent  and  larger  each  succeeding  year. 

The  Masons  of  this  city  have  organized  a  building  association  and  have 
made  arrangements  for  the  erection  of  a  grand  Masonic  Temple,  which 
will  cost  about  $75,000.  It  is  to  be  built  after  the  best  and  most  ap¬ 
proved  designs,  and  will  be  one  of  the  grandest  buildings  of  the  kind  in 
the  West,  and  a  credit  to  our  city  and  the  order. 

The  German  Turners’  Association  are  expecting  to  build  a  fine  hall 
the  coming  season. 

The  members  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  this  vicinity 
intend  building  a  magnificent  Temple  in  the  near  future,  which  will 
rank  for  beauty  of  architecture,  size  and  cost  among  the  finest  buildings 
of  the  State. 

The  edifice  now  being  erected  by  the  First  M.  E.  Church  is  one  of  the 
finest  houses  for  public  worship  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  will  be  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  coming  season  at  a  cost  of  over  $40,000.  The  seating 
capacity  will  be  about  2,000.  It  is  built  in  the  modern  Gothic  style  of 
architecture.  Several  other  denominations  are  contemplating  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  new  edifices  the  coming  season. 

The  trustees  of  Callanan  College  are  erecting  a  substantial  and 
commodious  building,  to  be  used  as  their  chapel,  recitation,  scientific, 
library  and  society  rooms.  This  will  be  completed  during  the  present 
season  at  a  cost  of  $22,000.  They  also  contemplate  many  other  im¬ 
provements. 

The  buildings  of  the  new  starch  works  to  be  erected  the  coming 
season  will  cost  $300,000.  One  building  is  to  be  80x260  feet,  six 
stories.  Two  other  large  buildings,  the  plans  for  which  are'4)eing  pre¬ 
pared,  will  also  be  built,  and  an  elevator  with  a  capacity  of  280,000 
bushels.  This  factory  will  be  the  most  gigantic  one  of  the  kind  in  the 
Mississippi  Talley. 

The  new  building  of  the  glucose  company  is  100x160  feet,  three  sto¬ 
ries  high,  .and  as  finely  furnished  as  any  like  manufactory  in  the  I  nion. 

Parties  have  recently  been  in  the  city,  and  have  secured  a  desirable 
location  for  an  alcohol  distillery.  The  plans  are  being  prepared  for  one 
of  the  largest  distilleries  in  the  West,  the  capacity  of  which  will  be 
6,000  bushels  per  day. 

A  company,  known  as  the  Tilden  Manufacturing  Co.,  located  at  Kel¬ 
logg,  Iowa,  have  a  process  for  drying  and  preparing  a  composition  of 
vegetables  for  making  soup.  Some  of  the  best  men  of  Des  Moines  are 
stockholders,  and  propose  to  make  our  city  their  headquarters,  and  will 
erect  a  large  factory  here  as  soon  as  convenience  will  allow. 
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More  business  blocks  and  manufactories — in  course  of  erection  and 
soon  to  be — with  hundreds  of  new  residences,  will  be  completed  by  cho¬ 
rus  of  hammer  and  trowel,  to  welcome  the  light  of  another  “  Happy  New 
Year”  for  us  to  see  again  “an  unparalleled  presentment  of  Des  Moines’ 
business  and  manufacturing  interests.” 

STATISTICS  OF  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  year  1 880  showed  that  there  were  built  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  residences,  valued  at  $1,075,555;  fifteen  business  blocks,  $340,- 
000;  churches,  colleges  and  public  buildings,  $505,000;  improvements 
and  repairs,  $55,945;  city  improvements,  including  sewers,  streets,  side¬ 
walks,  etc.,  $07,535;  railroads,  including  new  bridges,  depots,  round¬ 
houses,  etc.,  $215,000;  giving  a  total  of  $2,259,039. 

BUSINESS  ENTERPRISES  NEEDED. 

Every  citizen  will  take  pleasure  in  noting  the  growth  of  our  various 
manufactories,  the  astonishing  strides  which  the  wholesale  and  jobbing 
interests  have  taken  to  supply  the  increasing  demand  for  their  goods, 
and  the  many  new  gateways  opened  for  the  entrance  of  other  industries, 
which  are  bound  to  follow.  Among  the  latter  we  note  the  following: 

Nothing  would  be  more  cordially  welcomed  by  our  railroads,  jobbers, 
contractors  and  wholesale  dealers  than  the  establishment  of  Rolling 
Mills  and  Nail  Works.  It  is  said  that  the  cost  of  returning  old  rails 
and  car  wheels  to  Eastern  mills  for  re-moulding,  would  pay  the  expense 
of  re-manufacturing  them  at  this  point,  and  nails  can  be  made  at  the 
same  price  as  in  Eastern  States;  and  by  obtaining  the  ore  from  the  Iron 
Mountains  of  Missouri,  one  half  the  freight  paid  for  Eastern  products 
could  be  saved. 

Another  most  profitable  enterprise,  and  one  of  general  importance, 
would  be  Fertilizing  and  Deodorizing  Works.  These  could  utilize  all 
the  offal  of  our  immense  packing  establishments  and  slaughtering  houses. 
From  the  matter  which  now  enters  into  our  water  courses,  rendering 
them  obnoxious  to  health,  could  be  produced  a  fertilizer  that  would  have 
great  demand  in  the  East  for  use  on  impoverished  lands.  And  another 
desideratum  which  would  prove  beneficial  to  the  health  of  our  city  is 
the  manufacture  of  a  deodorizer,  by  the  same  works,  which  would  purify 
the  atmosphere  about  cesspools  and  alleys. 

Stock  Yards. — One  thing  which  we  need,  and  the  demand  must  soon 
be  supplied,  is  good,  convenient  stock  yards.  Not  only  ought  this  to  be 
the  great  central  feeding  point  in  transit,  but  efforts  should  be  at  once 
put  forth  to  make  Des  Moines  a  notable  stock  market.  The  yards 
should  be  large  and  conveniently  arranged.  Here  the  butcher  and  the 
packer  should  be  able  to  find  at  all  times  what  their  business  requires. 
\Ye  need  also  more 

Grain  Elevators. — The  two  which  we  now  have  are  inadequate  to  the 
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demand  of  tliis  the  central  portion  of  the  greatest  grain  raising  district 
of  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  river  valleys.  To  those  who  build  them, 
they  will  prove  profitable  investments,  and  their  con\enience  to 
farmers  about  us,  will  not  be  realized  until  we  have  them,  and  see  their 
vast  importance. 

A  Paper  Mill  would  be  a  valuable  acquisition  to  our  city.  An  abun¬ 
dance  of  the  material  required  for  its  manufacture  is  shipped  from  our 
city  or  wasted  on  the  adjoining  fields.  The  entire  product^  of  a  large 
mill  can  he  used  here,  and  every  convenience  necessary  for  its  operation 
can  be  had  at  small  expense. 

A  Paper  Pox  Factory  would  do  well  here,  as  the  demand  is  already 
great  through  our  manufacturing  confectioners,  milliners,  wholesale  boot^ 
and  shoe  houses,  hats,  caps  and  furs,  druggists  and  ^  starch  works,  be¬ 
sides  supplying  the  general  demand  which  always  exists  for  paper  boxes. 
We  understand  that  a  trunk  factory,  as  well  as  a  paper  box  factory,  is  to 
he  in  operation  early  the  coming  season. 

Canning  Estahlishments. — No  soil  excels  our  own  in  productiveness, 
and  few  regions  can  compare  with  us  in  the  bountiful  harvests  of  the 
field,  the  orchard  and  the  garden.  Instead  of  importing  for  consump¬ 
tion  during  the  winter  months,  we  ought  to  can  for  preservation  oui  own 
sweet  corn,  peas,  beans,  tomatoes,  small  fruits,  etc.  M  e  have  the  best 
facilities  in  the  West  for  exporting  these  goods.  A  canning  estab¬ 
lishment,  having  all  the  needful  accessories,  would  be  a  remunerative 
business,  and  should  be  built,  and  men  of  enterprise  will  not  permit  the 
city  to  he  long  without  this  important  industry.  We  understand  that 
the  erection  of  works  for  this  are  already  projected. 

One  thing  most  desired  by  every  citizen  is  available  and  convenient 
Market  Houses.  Every  resident  of  the  city  is  interested  in  this,  and  the 
farmers  and  market  gardeners  of  the  vicinity  are  demanding  it  with  suf¬ 
ficient  reasons  to  be  successful  in  their  plea. 

A  large  Cheese  Factory  in  or  near  the  city  would  be  a  remunerative 
industry.  W^e  have  two  creameries  here,  and  two  small  cheese  factories 
in  the  vicinity,  but  their  capacity  is  not  sufficient  for  all  the  milk  which 
could  be  supplied,  and  the  product  could  never  exceed  the  demand. 

A  first-class  W^agon  Factory  would  be  a  profitable  investment,  as  our 
agricultural  implement  dealers  sell  annually  nearly  one  thousand  wagons, 
which  should  be  manufactured  here.  The  manufacture  of  various  farm 
implements  is  in  operation  here,  hut  cannot  supply  one-fifth  of  the 
demand,  and  there  is  encouragement  for  one  or  more  first-class  factories. 

Glass  Factory. — We  have  encouragement  that  glass  works  will  he 
established  by  parties  who  thoroughly  understand  the  business,  and  have 
been  in  the  city  with  a  view  to  the  manufacture  ©f  flint  glassware.  The 
best  quality  of  silicious  sand  for  the  manufacture  of  flint  glass  is  found 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Des  Moines.  The  works  contemplated  will 
employ  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons,  and  will  produce  from  seventy-five 
to  one  hundred  tons  of  glass  per  week.  No  better  location  for  glass  fac¬ 
tories  can  be  found  in  the  West  than  at  Des  Moines. 
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There  are  many  industries  that  would  prove  remunerative  which 
should  be  established  here,  and  we  believe  there  is  no  better  locality  in 
the  West,  for  manufactures  of  nearly  every  variety,  than  our  city  affords. 
We  might  mention  many  branches  of  business  and  manufacture  which 
would  be  successful  if  located  in  Des  Moines,  but  enough  has  already 
been  said  to  induce  anyone  who  is  looking  for  a  new  site  for  business,  or 
home,  to  visit  our  city  before  locating  elsewhere.  We  might  mention, 
however,  that  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  articles  produced  from 
flax  straw  would  be  a  good  investment  here,  where  so  much  straw  is 
wasted,  the  flax  seed  only  being  utilized  by  our  linseed  oil  mills,  which 
consume  five  hundred  bushels  per  day. 

«  A  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  baskets,  tubs,  buckets,  and  the 
various  articles  of  wooden  and  willow  ware,  would,  no  doubt,  be  a  suc¬ 
cessful  venture.  There  is  no  better  site  for  the  establishment  of  a  large 
boot  and  shoe  factory  than  Des  Moines.  Several  houses  here  are 
engaged  in  the  business  of  hides,  pelts  and  furs,  and  we  have  a  first-class 
tannery,  which  could,  by  enlarging  its  capacity,  prepare  all  the  leather 
necessary.  A  factory  for  the  production  of  hats,  caps,  furs  and  gloves 
could  be  operated  here  where  .there  is  great  demand  for  all  such  goods. 
Furniture  of  all  kinds  should  be  more  extensively  manufactured,  there 
being  black  walnut  and  other  varieties  of  woods  necessary  for  such  pur¬ 
poses,  found  in  this  vicinity. 

Other  wants  in  the  line  of  manufactures  may  be  briefly  stated  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  stoves,  shelf  hardware, 
druggists’  materials,  sewing  machines;  also  cotton  mills  and  more  woolen 
mills. 

In  the  wholesale  interests  of  our  city,  nearly  every  line  of  trade  is 
represented  by  houses  which  justify  us  in  speaking  of  them  in  the  high¬ 
est  terms  of  praise,  but  healthful  rivalry  promotes  growth,  and  there  is 
room  for  at  least  another  house  in  many  branches  of  business,  especially 
dry  goods,  carpets  and  oil  cloths,  clothing,  boots  and  shoes,  hats,  caps 
and  furs,  china,  glass  and  queensware,  stoves  and  heavy  hardware.  Des 
Moines  wants  these  and  other  factories,  and  is  anxious  to  have 
these  excellent  opportunities  utilized,  when  the  beneficial  results  are  so 
apparent,  which  we  hope  the  capitalists  of  the  country  may  soon  realize. 

In  presenting  this  review  of  Des  Moines  interests,  allow  me  to  say, 
in  conclusion,  that  everyone  feels  assured  of  the  future  greatness  of  this 
city,  and  there  is  a  necessity  for  the  earnest,  persistent  and  united  co¬ 
operation  of  our  business  men,  such  as  may  be  had  by  means  of  this 
Board.  Every  business  man  should  be  enrolled  among  our  members, 
and  should  faithfully  assist  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  incumbent  upon  us.  The  Board  of  Trade  is  the  most  effect¬ 
ive  agency  to  unite  and  harmonize  the  talent  influence  in  the  community 
for  the  public  welfare,  and  if  properly  conducted  it  will  accomplish 
great  results  in  the  promotion  of  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  Des 
Moines. 


IOWA. 


SITUATION  AND  EXTENT. 

Iowa  is  situated  near  the  geographical  center  of  the  United  States, 
and  embraces  an  area  of  55,045  square  miles,  or  35,228,800  acres  of 
fine,  rich  farming  land  unsurpassed  in  fertility.  The  two  great  rivers  of 
North  America — the  Mississippi  and  Missouri — form  the  east  and  west 
boundaries.  The  eastern  boundary  is  washed  by  the  Mississippi  river,  a 
distance  of  365  miles,  and  the  western  boundary,  from  the  southwest 
corner  to  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sioux,  by  the  Missouri  river,  a  distance 
of  364  miles,  making  a  total  of  729  miles.’  Its  width,  north  and  south,  is 
about  200  miles,  and  its  average  length,  east  and  west,  a  little  over  300. 
There  are  ninety-nine  counties  in  the  State,  and  it  is  the  fourteenth  in  size 
in  the  Union. 

SURFACE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  surface  is  gently  undulating  prairie,  drained  by  numerous  rivers 
and  smaller  streams.  Thousands  of  small  streams  traverse  every  portion, 
forming  a  system  of  drainage  that  nature  could  scarcely  have  improved 
upon.  In  the  northern  counties  there  are  many  small  but  beautiful 
lakes,  containing  a  bountiful  supply  of  fish  of  several  delicious  varieties. 
The  surface  is  free  from  the  accumulation  of  stagnant  water,  while  good 
and  pure  water  from  wells  is  easily  obtained  everywhere,  and  in  many 
places  living  springs  abound. 

CLIMATE. 

The  climate  of  Iowa  cannot  be  called  in  question,  as  it  is  most 
delightful,  healthful  and  invigorating.  The  United  States  census  placed 
the  State  in  the  front  rank  in  this  respect.  The  pure  running  water, 
with  an  absence  of  swamps  and  stagnant  sloughs,  renders  the  atmos¬ 
phere  salubrious  at  all  seasons.  Malarious  diseases  are  unfrequent,  and 
that  scourge  of  some  of  the  older  settled  States — fever  and  ague — is 
seldom  known.  Pulmonary  complaints  only  exist  when  brought 
here  by  the  sufferers. 

SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 

The  soil  of  Iowa  has  become  justly  famous  for  its  fertility,  and  it  may 
well  be  doubted  whether  there  is  an  equal  area  of  the  earth’s  surface 
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that  contains  proportionately  so  little  untillable  land,  or  whose  soil  has 
so  high  a  degree  of  average  fertility.  About  ninety-five  per  cent  of  the 
surface  is  tillable  land.  The  State  being  without  ranges  of  moun¬ 
tains,  and  everywhere  covered  with  a  soil  of  such  fertility  and 
depth,  its  agricultural  capabilities  are  almost  beyond  computation, 
so  that  agriculture  must  ever  remain  the  principal  element  in 
the  prosperity  of  our  commonwealth.  One  very  remarkable  property  of 
the  soil  is  that  it  will  withstand  very  wet  as  well  as  dry  seasons,  and  the 
crops  suffer  less  than  in  any  other  section  of  the  country.  No  year  is 
there  a  failure,  but  usually  a  great  uniformity  in  the  harvests,  which 
gives  almost  a  positive  annual  assurance  to  farming.  The  soil  in  this 
respect,  as  well  as  in  its  depth  and  richness,  is  wonderful;  nor  is  its  fer¬ 
tility  easily  exhausted.  The  crops  here  last  year  were  marvelously 
abundant,  taxing  the  railroads  to  their  utmost  to  carry  the  produce  and 
the  fatted  stock  to  the  markets  of  the  world.  It  is  said  that  this  State 
alone  is  capable  of  a  cultivation  that  would  yield  harvests  amply  suffi¬ 
cient  to  feed  40,000,000  of  people. 

Iowa  presents  attractions  for  the  farmer  which  cannot  be  surpassed 
by  any  portion  of  the  United  States,  in  her  unde  I  ati  n  g  prairies,  interspersed 
with  open  groves  of  timber,  and  watered  by  streams  pure  and  transpa¬ 
rent,  hills  of  moderate  height  and  gentle  slope.  Its  broad  fields,  unbroken 
obstructions,  afford  the  finest  scope  for  the  mower,  the  reaper,  the  planter, 
and  other  agricultural  implements  which  have  been  invented  to  save  the 
labor  of  the  husbandman. 

Corn  is  always  a  sure  crop,  yielding  from  forty-five  to  seventy-five 
bushels  per  acre.  Oats  are  also  a  sure  crop  and  yield  largely.  Wheat 
generally  does  well  in  all  parts  of  the  State.  Flax  has  been  raised  with 
great  success.  All  kinds  of  root  crops  do  well  and  yield  enormously. 
Hardy  fruits  are  raised  successfully.  Good  water  is  abundant  every¬ 
where  on  the  prairies,  and  is  found  at  an  average  of  about  twenty  feet 
from  the  surface. 

STOCK-RAISING 

Is  an  important,  lucrative  and  growing  business  in  Iowa,  and  with  the 
facilities  now  presented  to  our  farmers  for  reaching  market,  is  yielding 
golden  returns.  There  is  always  a  demand,  and  generally  at  remunera¬ 
tive  prices,  for  all  the  stock  a  farmer  can  raise.  The  fine  herds  of  cattle, 
sheep  and  swine  exhibited  at  our  annual  State  and  county  fairs  attest 
that  Iowa  will  soon  rank  foremost  among  the  stock-raising  States  of  the 
Union.  The  fertile  prairies,  covered  with  the  most  nutritious  grasses 
and  watered  with  clear  and  never-failing  streams,  afford  a  range  of  past¬ 
urage  unsurpassed  in  excellence  or  extent.  The  grass  known  as  the 
blue  joint,  said  to  be  equally  good  as  the  cultivated  varieties,  grows 
with  great  luxuriance  in  the  valley  bottoms,  and  can  be  had  in  an  unlim¬ 
ited  quantity  for  merely  the  expense  of  cutting  and  curing.  The  nat¬ 
ural  prairie  grass  is  always  plentiful  and  a  never -failing  crop.  Tame 
grass  and  clover  thrive  well,  and  both  are  now  largely  cultivated,  thus 
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giving  to  cattle  a  later  range  than  is  possible  on  prairie  grass.  Seldom, 
if  ever,  are  cattle  troubled  by  any  form  of  disease.  This  can  be  attrib¬ 
uted  in  a  measure  to  pure  air  and  an  abundant  supply  of  good  water. 
Stock-raising  is  fast  becoming  a  most  profitable  branch  of  farming.  Iowa 
is  the  first  State  in  bogs,  the  second  in  wheat  and  corn  in  the  Union. 


STATISTICS  OF  GRAIN,  LIVE  STOCK,  ETC..  FOR  1880. 


BUSHELS. 

VALUE. 

Corn . 

.  230,633,:;i00 

$57,658,306 

Wheat . 

.  36,099.760 

29,601,803 

Oats . 

.  41,288,800 

9.496,424 

Rye . 

.  574,000 

218,120 

Barley . 

.  4.6',  10,000 

1,932,0(10 

Flax . 

.  1,(34.200 

1,034,200 

Potatoes . 

.  10,165,000 

3,557,750 

Butter  and  cheese . 

• 

19,000,000 

Hay . 

18.O,)0.000 

Grass  seed . 

2,000,(  00 

rinnl  Tnines  . 

5,('00,000 

Horses . 

62,862,420 

Cattle . 

35,161,560 

Hogs . 

10,50'»,000 

Mujes . 

2.581.335 

Sheep . 

1,l07,930 

FRUIT  GROWING. 

It  has  long  since  been  fully  demonstrated  that  Iowa  is  one  of  the 
best  fruit-growing  States  in  the  Union.  The  beauty  and  flavor  of  her 
orchard  products  have  not  been  excelled  in  any  State,  and  since  our 
nurserymen  have  cultivated  the  varieties  adapted  to  our  soil  and  climate, 
we  find  no  difficulty  in  raising  apples  abundantly.  Already  the  older 
settled  counties  are  shipping  large  quantities  every  year.  In  the  new 
counties,  thousands  of  young  orchards  are  coming  on  to  supply  tbci 
demand  of  the  future.  Other  kinds  of  fruit  have  proved  equally  success¬ 
ful.  Pears,  cherries,  plums,  grapes  and  all  the  small  fruits  of  the  gar¬ 
den  common  to  the  latitude  are  easily  produced,  and  most  abundant  in 
those  portions  of  the  State  where  they  have  received  attention.  Iowa 
has  for  years  taken  the  first  premium  at  the  National  and  Industrial 
Exhibitions  for  the  finest  and  greatest  number  of  varieties  of  apples,  true 
to  name,  which  our  State  Horticultural  Society  hold  the  medals  to  attest. 

MINERAL  RESOURCES. 

The  coal  field  of  Iowa  covers  an  area  of  over  twenty  thousand  square 
miles,  and  mining  is  successfully  carried  on  in  some  thirty-five  different 
counties,  principally  situated  in  the  Des  Moines  valley,  twenty  to  fifty 
miles  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  Polk  county  being  the  center.  This 
is  an  important  branch  of  industry,  and  with  the  largely  increasing 
demand  is  yielding  remunerative  returns  for  the  capital  invested.  The 
measures  thus  far  worked  are  from  three  to  eight  feet  in  thickness.  The 
coal  is  bituminous,  and  in  quality  fully  equal  to  this  class  of  coal  found 
in  other  parts  of  the  world.  The  mining  of  coal  has  attracted  large 
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amounts  of  capital,  and  gives  employment  to  thousands  of  men  and  a 
constantly  increasing  traffic  to  our  railways.  Copper,  iron  and  zinc  have 
been  found  in  limited  quantities.  Gypsum  of  the  finest  quality  exists 
in  large  deposits.  Limestone,  suitable  for  first-class  quick-lime  is  found 
in  abundance  in  most  parts  of  the  State.  Stone  of  good  quality  for 
building  purposes  is  quarried  in  most  of  the  counties,  while  potter’s  clay, 
fire  clay,  and  clay  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of  bricks,  are  found  in 
abundance.  Discoveries  of.  valuable  deposits  of  mineral  paint  have  also 
lately  been  made  in  several  places.  Lead  has  for  years  been  extensively 
mined. 

,  FUEL. 

Although  Iowa  is  a  prairie  State,  nearly^all  the|  streams  are  skirted 
by  splendid  groves  of  timber — the  prevailing  varieties  being  oak,  walnut, 
hickory,  ash,  elm,  maple,  linn,  hackberry  and  cottonwood.  Where  culti¬ 
vated  in  the  sparsely  timbered  counties,  it  develops  a  rapid  growth,  and 
in  a  short  time  the  owner  of  a  prairie  farm  may  raise  timber  enough  to 
supply  all  his  demands  for  fuel.  By  means  of  our  admirable  network 
of  railroads  the  vast  coal  fields  are  also  easily  accessible  to  every  part  of 
the  State.  There  are  also  large  deposits  of  peat  in  some  of  the  northern 
counties,  but  it  has  been*  used  only  to  a  limited  extent. 

manufacturing.'facilities. 

The  admirable  adaptation  of  Iowa  for  the  production  of  raw  material, 
her  vast  coal  deposits,  good  water  powers,  and  her  transportation  facili¬ 
ties,  both  by  rail  and  water,  enable  her  to  offer  remarkable  inducements 
to  the  capitalist  and  manufacturer.  Various  kinds  of  manufactories  are 
needed  throughout  the  State,  and  those  who  may  invest  capital  in  them 
here  can  hardly  fail  to  realize  ample  returns. 

RAILROADS. 

The  railroad  system  of  Iowa  now  being  developed  will  afford  to  our  peo¬ 
ple  access  to  the  great  markets  of  the  world.  In  addition  to  her  present 
competing  lines  of  transportation,  eastward  and  southward,  others  are 
projected.  The  great  national  highway  across  the  continent  lies  directly 
through  Iowa.  In  1860  there  were  twenty  States  of  the  Union  which  had 
more  lines  of  railroad  than  Iowa;  now  there  are  only  four.  This  wonder¬ 
ful  progress  in  the  construction  of  railroads  indicates  the  confidence 
which  capitalists  entertain  as  to  the  future  of  Iowa.  The  number  of 
roads  now  in  the  State  extending  in  almost  every  direction,  main  lines 
and  branches,  is  forty-eight,  the  number  of  miles  being  about  5,237. 
There  were  built  last  year  more  miles  of  road  in  this  than  any  other 
State  in  the  Union,  save  one,  and  the  prospect  for  1881  is  that  she  will 
be  first  in  this  regard.  Iowa  is  traversed  by  railroads  in  almost  every 
direction,  and  the  work  of  building  new  lines  is  steadily  progressing. 
There  are  but  two  counties  in  the  State  which  do  not  have  at 
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least  one  road  running  through  them.  The  first  road  entering  the 
the  C.,  R.  I.  &  R— crossed  the  Mississippi  river  in  18d3^  J  o}?®®  j  ®’’® 
were  665  miles  in  the  State;  in  1870,  2,683;  in  l87o,  3,8o0,  and  on 
December  31,  1880,  5,237. 

LANDS,  TAXES,  ETC. 

Of  the  35,228,800  acres  of  land  in  Iowa,  scarcely  one-half  has  yet 
been  brought  into  cultivation,  and  the  unimproved  lands  are  equal  in 
fertility  to  any  in  the  State.  The  various  railroad  companies  are  now 
offering  their  lands  for  sale  on  easy  terms,  at  prices  ranging  from  $3.00 
to  $15  00  per  acre.  There  are  also  large  quantities  of  land  in  nearly  all 
the  counties,  owned  by  private  parties,  which  may  be  purchased  at  low 
rates.  As  soon  as  these  lands  pass  into  the  hands  of  actual  settlers,  and 
improvement  is  commenced,  their  market  value  rapidly  ^  increases. 
Between  the  north  and  south  boundaries  of  Iowa  the  entire  country 
between  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  is  one  of  the  best  for  farming  pur¬ 
poses  in  the  world.  The  prices  of  land  af  course  vary  according  to  cir-  . 
cumstances.  In  some  parts  of  the  State,  lands  of  excellent  quality  may 
be  purchased  at  from  $4.00  to  $10.00  per  acre.  In  the  counties  alre^aay 
comparatively  well  settled,  first-class  prairie  land  is  sold  at  from  $i.00 
to  $15.00  per  acre.  It  is  all  within  convenient  distance  of  market  and 
railroad  advantages.  Timber  land,  of  course,  rates  considerably  higher 
than  these  prices.  Improved  farms  command  from  $20.00  to  $60.00  per 
acre  depending  upon  amount  of  improvement,  location  and  other  advan¬ 
tages.  Iowa  is  out  of  debt.  She  is  building  a  fine  State  Capitol  at  a 
cost  of  $3,225,000,  which  is  nearly  completed,  but  for  which  she  does  not 
go  in  debt,  a  two  mills  assessment  meeting  all  the  requirements  of  the 
State.  This  is  found  to  be  sufficient,  not  only  for  the  Capitol,  but  to 
carry  on  all  other  State  institutions,  the  revenue  from  this  source  alone 
being  over  $900,000  per  annum.  Each  county  controls  its  own  rate  of 
taxation,  many  of  them  having  no  outstanding  indebtedness. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

The  press  is  a  potent  agency  in  Iowa,  an  outgrowth  of  the  enterprise 
of  the  citizens.  In  the  number  and  character  of  the  daily  and  weekly 
secular  papers  issued,  this  young  State  is  rushing  rapidly  to  the  front. 
The  press  everywhere  is  intelligently  and  earnestly  at  work,  always 
endeavoring  to  promote  the  interests  of  Iowa,  and  to  aid  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  her  resources. 

STATE  INSTITUTIONS. 

Iowa  is  well  supplied  with  educational,  charitable  and  reformatory 
institutions,  liberally  endowed  by  the  State.  In  most  cases  expensive 
and  appropriate  buildings  have  been  supplied,  and  the  aggregate  invest¬ 
ment  in  public  institutions  reaches  into  the  millions.  The  following  is 
a  list  of  the  several  institutions  and  their  locations:  State  University, 
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Iowa  City;  State  Agricultural  College  and  Model  Farm,  Ames;  Training 
School  for  Teachers,  Cedar  Falls;  Institution  for  Support  and  Education 
of  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Council  Bluffs;  College  for  the  Blind,  Vinton; 
Soldiers’  Orphans’  Home  and  Home  for  Indigent  Children,  Davenport; 
Asylum  for  Feeble-Minded  Children,  Glenwood;  State  Reform  School, 
boys’  department,  Eldora;  State  Reform  School,  girls’ department,  Mitch- 
ellville;  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  Mt.  Pleasant;  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 
Independence;  Penitentiary  of  the  State,  Ft.  Madison;  additional  Pen¬ 
itentiary,  Ariamosa. 

EDUCATIONAL  ADVANTAGES. 

Iowa,  in  her  educational  system,  ranks  as  one  of  the  best  in  the  Union. 
She  has  a  permament  school  fund,  yielding  an  annual  income  of  eight  per 
cent,  which  is  applied  to  the  education  of  her  youth  In  addition,  dis¬ 
trict  and  county  school  taxes  are  levied.  The  public  schools  are  open 
and  free  to  all  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years,  for  at  least 
’  six  months  in  the  year.  We  have  a  State  University,  with  an  endow¬ 
ment  by  the  State,  and  an  Agricultural  College,  with  an  income  derived 
from  the  sale  of  lands  granted  by  the  general  government,  and  appro¬ 
priations  by  our  State  Legislature.  The  United  States  official  statistics 
show  a  less  percentage  of  individuals  who  cannot  read  or  write  in  Iowa 
than  in  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  The  annual  expenditures  for 
public  school  purposes  is  upward  of  $5,000,000.  The  number  of 
teachers  employed  in  1880  was  21,598;  school  children,  586,556.  There 
are  11,037  school  houses,  valued  at  $9,227,943.  The  various  religious 
denominations  have  also  established  colleges  and  schools  of  the  higher 
grades. 

POPULATION  AND  GROWTH. 

In  December,  1846,  Iowa  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  hav¬ 
ing  a  population  then  of  but  little  over  100,000.  The  capital  in  1857 
was  removed  to  Des  Moines.  The  United  States  census  of  1850 
gave  Iowa  a  population  of  192,214;  1860,  674,913;  1870,  1,194,020, 
and  in  1880,  1,624,463.  Des  Moines  is  now  the  metropolis  as  well  as 
the  capital.  Since  1860  the  percentage  of  increase  has  been  four  times 
that  of  the  United  States  at  large.  Nine  States  which,  in  1870,  stood 
above  Iowa  in  population,  now  rank  below  her.  When  we  call  to  mind 
’  tbe  fact  that  the  present  greatness  of  Iowa  is  all  the  growth  of  less  than 
forty  years,  we  may  well  anticipate  the  grandeur  that  awaits  her  in  the 
near  future — that  she  is  provided  with  all  the  means  necessary  for  the 
more  rapid  development  of  her  inexhaustible  resources.  In  her  health¬ 
ful  climate,  productive  soil,  railroad  and  water  transportation  facilities, 
and  her  intelligent,  enterprising  people,  we  have  the  best  guaranty  that 
her  future  progress  will  be  unprecedented. 
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